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INTRODUCTION – Course Philosophy

You are in charge of your own education
In that one sentence stands the approach you must begin to take in this course.  If you take a class only because you want to receive a particular grade or because you hope it will somehow get you into a particular school, you have completely misunderstood the value of your experience in school.  Formal education, the acquiring of a series of pieces of paper with fancy writing, may for some be one key to a higher income, but when approached by the student with a personal quest for understanding will always be a key to a deeper, richer life.

The constraints of formal academics as practiced in America today require that you will receive grades for this course.  Do the work as best as you can, prepare for each class for the sake of understanding, and the grades will take care of themselves.
I. GRADES

Your grades for this course will be calculated on a point system. Each assignment has a point value. Dividing the total number of points earned by the total number of points possible will give the current grade percentage. See note in “Syllabus.”

Grades will derive from six sources:

1) Tests – 100 points 

2) Chapter Review Questions – 25-45 points

3) Topic Research And Presentation – 20-200 points

4) Quizzes – 5-15 points

5) Class Participation – 10% of your Quarter Average (8% of Semester Average)

6) Final Exam – 20% of your Semester Average

1. Tests
Material that will be tested will always come from at least two sources – your textbook/workbook and classroom activities/notes.  In addition, you may receive occasional readings in class or via e-mail.  

All tests will contain questions in a variety of formats.  These will include any combination of the following:

a) Matching – Self explanatory

b) Multiple Choice – Self explanatory

c) Fill in the Blank – This will be almost exclusively vocabulary.  During the course of class, terms and definitions will be discussed.  In addition, each chapter your workbook will have a number of terms with definitions.  You will write the term that best describes the definition given

d) Map – This may be “Fill in the correct items in the space” style or a matching style in which letters or numbers on the map will be matched with a list of significant places on the test.

e) Short Form Essay – You will be required to answer in a few sentences.  A typical question might be: “Identify and explain the historical significance of the following people, events, or terms.”

f) Long Form Essay – A formal four - five paragraph essay.

Two final notes regarding tests:

A) To some degree, each successive test in cumulative – you will be required to understand previous concepts and make comparisons to new concepts on each successive test.

B) A test (or quiz) is only a sample of information from a unit.  The content of a test cannot possibly include everything of importance from what you have studied.  This statement has two ramifications.  The first is that no single test can adequately assess all you know, so any one grade should not get you too down or make you too elated.  The second is that, some things that were not on a quiz may be on a test, and some things that were not on a test may be on the exam.

2. Chapter Review Questions
At the beginning of each chapter in the textbook, Enduring Visions, are a set of three to four questions. These are the essential questions that each chapter explains. Your assignment is to answer these questions balancing conciseness and thoroughness.  A typical answer will be 50-80 words, but you may feel free to expand further if you desire.  

At the top of your notebook paper, write the chapter number, period and name. Then write each question with your short essay answering the question immediately thereafter.  

You are not required to be a brilliant scholar in answering these questions.  Your task is to make your answer based on the text material in front of you.  Later, should you see the question on a test, with the perspective of time and class discussion, it is hoped your answer will show greater precision and insight.

Almost each chapter in the Workbook has one or more map exercises.  You will see a notation in the right column of the syllabus stating that a map assignment is due.  When there are more than one maps in a workbook chapter, the note will specify which of the assignments is to be done.  Often, the question in the workbook will be something like “Locate and explain the significance of ….”  In each case, your task for this assignment will be simply to locate the list on your map.  Completing the map adds an additional 10 points to the grade for the Chapter Review.

When you are finished with all of your Chapter Review work and before you enter the class
a) Write you name on each paper, the map included.  

b) Place the map on top of your review questions. 

c) Staple the papers together with the map on the bottom/back.  

d) Write your name, period and chapter number at the top right of the front sheet.
3. Topic Research and Presentation
Students will complete a research paper and will do a brief presentation of that project for the class.  Most of the research will take place in the 1st semester and the presentation will be in the 2nd semester.  Details will be provided.
4. Quizzes
Surprise quizzes may be administered from time to time with formats that may vary with short answer and multiple choice as the most likely formats.

5. Class Participation
The class participation grade is calculated as a 100 percent grade.  Points are added and subtracted based on the following considerations:

a) Asking pertinent questions about the topic.  

b) Volunteering answers to questions posed in class, especially if those answers offer deep insight into the topic

c) Being courteous to the people in the classroom.  Courtesy includes the obvious aspects of “being nice” such as avoiding calling people names or insulting their race, religion or beliefs.  It also includes avoidance of distracting activities such as talking out of turn, passing notes. etc. One other concern is what may be called “filibustering” or trying to score big Class Participation points by monopolizing the discussion with constant questions or comments.

d) Remaining focused on the classroom activity. Sitting up and looking engaged is a minimum expectation. Doing homework for this or any other class, text messaging and the like are considered BIG violations of this principle – don’t go there!
e) Getting to class on time. Whenever a student arrives late, the instructor has to stop and make a note in the gradebook and also send an e-mail to the office.  This is a pain, and it distracts from the progress of the class activity.  Points are deducted each quarter in geometric progression – 1 point for the first infraction, 2 more for the second, 4 more for the third, 8 for the fourth and so on.

f) There is, in addition, a “current events” component to class participation that will be explained below 
6. News / Current Event
It is important to make the study of history pertinent to the present.  In this regard, a few moments each day will be devoted to a discussion of what is happening in the world.  The students will be assigned a rotation in alphabetical order to bring a story to class each day.  
How to complete the task:

a) Choose a major news story from the newspaper or the Internet (see news links on the course website) pertinent to a national or international audience.  

b) Write the following in brief form on a 3x5 card: What happened, where it occurred, when it happened, who made it happen, and whom it affected, how it happened.  If you are particularly sharp, you will answer also the question of why it happened and/or how it connects to the study of the past.
c) At the top of the card, write your name, the source of the information, the date you accessed the information, and the class period.

d) When you are called, you will take the podium and present the information to the class.

Failure to be ready will result in a deduction from your class participation grade. Particularly strong presentation will result in an addition to the participation grade.

7. Exams

The format for exam will be the same as for each of the tests, however, do not expect the same questions on the tests to show up on the exam.  An effort is made to make entirely different questions for the exam, even if many of the topics are the same.   As a general rule, test questions will cover a short period of time.  Many of the questions on the exam will cover broader periods of time and require a broader perspective.

In addition, as stated earlier in reference to tests being merely samples of all that is studied, there are likely to be some concepts on the exam that were not included on previous tests.

One of the key questions students have at the end of the term is, "What do I have to get on the exam to make an 'A' (or B, or C)?"  Because the exam counts 20% of your total average for the term, there is a simple formula to derive your final average:

4A + X
=  F
 5
 
 
Where 

A = Average entering the exam (1st  and 2nd Quarters Average added and divided by 2)


X = Exam grade


F = Final average for the term

This formula can be reconfigured to help you determine what you need to make on the exam to get a particular grade:

X = 5F - 4A

Before the exam you will be told your average entering the exam (or variable A).  Below are final average (or variable F) levels that most interest students:

Chart 1

Variable F numerical equivalent
   5 times F


A = 89.5
5(89.5) = 447.5


85 = 84.5
5(84.5) = 422.5


B = 79.5
5(79.5) = 397.5


C = 69.5
5(69.5) = 347.5

To give you an example of how this formula works, assume you have an 85 entering the exam (A = 85).  You want to know what exam grade you need to get an A average for the term.  Multiply the average entering exam by four (4A = 340).  Substitute this variable into the formula:


X = 5F - 4A


X = 5F - 4(85)


X = 5F - 340

Now add in the info for the F variable (You can look up the number in Chart 1 to save a step from what appears below):


X = 5(89.5) - 340


X = 447.5 -340


X = 107.5

Now you know you must get a 107.5 on the exam to assure yourself of an A for the term.  In other words, not too likely.

How about seeing what the lowest you can make on the exam and still keep your B average?  With the same formula we can make the one new substitution and quickly get the answer. We already know our average entering the exam multiplied by three so we can start from there:


X = 5F -340


X = 5(79.5) - 255


X = 397.5- 340


X = 57.5

So now you know you can get a 57.5 on the exam and still get a B for the term.

Here is how you find out what will allow you to pass for the term


X = 5F -340


X = 5(79.5) - 255


X = 347.5 - 340


X = 7.5

So now you know you can get a 7.5 on the exam and still get a C for the term.

II. GENERAL CLASSROOM CONSIDERATIONS

Things you need to understand beyond the completion of grade assignments include:

7) Syllabus

8) Due Dates

9) Make-up Work

10) Tutorial and Instructor Availability

11) Class Notes and the Website

12) Snow Day Policy

7. Syllabus

The syllabus is formatted to help you know when each assignment is due and how many points it is worth for your course average.  Typically, each class will meet four times per week.  In the first column are letters indicating days of the week.  The day an assignment is due is the day indicated in the first column.  

The point value of each assignment is indicated in column 3 of the syllabus. If you record in column 4 your scores on each assignment as you receive them, you can calculate your average at your convenience.

8. Due Dates

All written assignments are due at the beginning of the period. Once class has started, an assignment not turned in is considered late. The message here is: Have the work completed and prepared for turning in before you enter the classroom!  Do not wait to write your name and other identifying information on the paper. Any work not turned in on time is recorded as a zero.  If it is turned in later a score will be recorded but results in a 10 point per day reduction in grade.  This penalty mounts up pretty quickly if the assignment is worth 25 points!
Occasionally, there are emergencies of many sorts that prevent your turning in assignments. The river flooded and carried away your car with all your homework in the back seat.  Your great aunt's mother's brother's second cousin twice removed on your father's side died.  The dog ate your homework.  The hard disk ate your homework.  The dog ate your hard disk.  Extraordinary emergencies can be dealt with on a case by case basis, but if you always assume the 10 point penalty rule applies in your case, you will never be disappointed when it does.  You are advised to think ahead.  It is easier to get an extension before a due date than after.
There are always challenges to getting work done on time.  Dogs eat homework, papers fall into the black hole at the bottom of the locker, hard drives crash.  In these events, you just have to take your lumps.  However, if you know of a situation that will prevent (future tense) you from completing an assignment on time, contact your instructor through e-mail, in person, on the phone (770 425-8111) before the assignment is due to arrange a schedule to get the work done in a timely fashion.  Do not wait until the moment the assignment is due to explain your travails. It is easier to get permission than forgiveness.

In keeping with school policy, failure to complete a major assignment will result in the student’s receiving an average of no higher than 69%, even if the assignment would not result in the student’s failing were it recorded as a zero.  For the purposes of this class, any assignment with a value of 50 points or higher will be considered a “major assignment.”

The syllabus is like a calendar with each assignment given a particular day of the week.   The day of the week on which the day is listed is the day on which you walk into class with the assignment completed.
9. Make-up Work

All tests must me taken on the date due according to the syllabus unless the student is absent for the entire day.  Note that School Policy requires if a student is absent to one class but attends other classes the same day, all work must be turned in and quizzes or tests must be taken the same day or the assignment counts as a “zero.”
Students who are absent from school the entire day of a test must make up the test in a timely fashion or risk receiving a zero.  Timely is defined as within two days of return to school or within a number of days equal to the absence from school, whichever is larger.  Example 1 – A student misses a test on Friday because of a one day college visit.  The test must be taken before the student leaves or by the end of the day on the following Tuesday.  Example 2 – A student is sick and absent the entire week of the Friday test.  The test must be completed by the end of the day on the following Friday.

In virtually all cases, make-up tests will be administered in Tutorial. 

10. Tutorial and Instructor Availability

Hours for formal tutorial are from immediately after school to 3:30 PM, Monday through Friday with the exception of Faculty Meeting days, typically on Wednesday.  However, it is normal for you to be able to find the instructor in the classroom as late as 4:00-5:00 PM.  If the door is open and the lights are on, wait.

In addition, you are invited to call the instructor’s home (770 425-8111), especially in the event of a problem with an assignment.  Please, limit those calls to before 9:30 PM.

10. Class Notes and Website

Success on tests in this course are heavily dependent on success in note-taking.  You are fortunate to have a tool to make your note-taking more efficient: Your Website:

http://walkersocialstudies.org/us/us.htm
On the course website, you can click on the link to “Class Presentations” or go directly to:

http://www.walkersocialstudies.org/us/apusppt.htm
You are encouraged to download these PowerPoint presentation to your home computer and print them out.  When printing them follow these instructions:

a) From “File” Menu, choose “Print”

b) From “Print What” Menu, choose “Handouts”

c) From “Slides per Page” Menu, choose 3, 4, or 6

Always print “Handouts.” Never prints “Slides” unless you wish to waste reams of paper and gallons of ink.  In addition, you probably want to print in black and white or grayscale to save your color cartridges.

If you choose to print AT THE SCHOOL LIBRARY, ALWAYS PRINT TEN OR FEWER SLIDES AT A TIME and always print in black and white or grayscale.  Printing more slides at a time will jam the buffer on the printer and make everyone in the library your worst enemy.   

11. Snow Days or School Cancellations

The syllabus is pretty close to locked in so that all material may be covered by the time you take the AP exam in the spring.  Any time school is called off, all assignments are to be completed by the same time as the syllabus indicates.  For example, should the syllabus indicate a test on Friday, but school is out on Thursday, plan on taking the test when school resumes on Friday.  If an assignment is due on both Thursday and Friday, but school is called on Thursday, both will be due on Friday when school resumes.
RESEARCH PAPER/PROJECT

Limits on research topics

This term you will be required to do research on a topic of importance to US history, specifically about the issue of Human Rights within the time period 1880 to the Present

Most projects are turned in as formal research papers, but you have the option to create your project in any form: painting, sculpture, modeling, video, podcasts, etc.  As these special formats may vary from person to person, the requirements will be negotiated between the student and instructor.  What follows in this section are the requirements for the formal papers format.

Research Sources

Of special note for research papers is the use of the Works Cited page and citation of sources.  Most of the formats for bibliographies and citations are contained in your Grammar/Style textbook you got for your English class. Another good source of information on writing style and MLA requirements is OWL (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/)  

Each research project/paper must come from at least seven sources one of which must be a book and at least one must be a primary source.  Seven total sources are required, but more is quite acceptable.  

Prohibited sources –

NONE of these sources may be used.  Use of any prohibited resources will result in an automatic "F" on that particular assignment: 

A) Any standard general history textbook defined as any source that would be used to teach a general history class


B) A dictionary defined as any source that has the word "dictionary" in its title


Webster's New World Dictionary



Dictionary of American History


C) An encyclopedia defined as any source that has the word "encyclopedia" in its title, as well as any source that is obviously an encyclopedia regardless of its title or format (paperbound or electronic)



Encyclopedia Americana



Compton's Encyclopedia from Prodigy Communication Service



Microsoft Encarta 



Wikipedia – NEVER use this site for any academic purpose.

D) A non-approved Internet source.  For this project, Google is not your friend. The vast majority of you should have no cause to use such Internet sources as they are abysmally prone to error and of no use for your research.  However, depending on the topic chosen, one or two projects may require access to these commercial or private web pages.  Bottom line - All Internet sources must be approved by the instructor prior to use. 

E) A non scholarly book. To qualify as “a book,” your source must be one of scholarly design.  For example, it may not be a novel (i.e., fiction) and must not be a book designed for a juvenile audience. It is possible that a particular topic may not have an appropriate book available.  You may request a waiver from the book requirement under very limited circumstances.  
Recommended Sources include 


A) Books which research specific areas of interest such as the Civil War, political parties, social movements, banking, diplomacy, music, art, personal biographies, etc.


Ideological Origins of the American Revolution, Bernard Bailyn


A Stillness at Appomattox, Bruce Catton


B) Articles in magazine and research journals which research specific areas of interest.  These may be accessed on line through the library database (see “D” below)



American Heritage



American History Illustrated



The History Teacher


C) Contemporary sources such as autobiographies, letters, essays written by people who were witness to events you are studying.


The Autobiography of Ben Franklin



Letters from a Birmingham Jail, Martin Luther King



Essay "On Civil Disobedience", Henry David Thoreau

Other contemporary sources may also include magazines or newspaper articles from the period studied.  These may be accessed on the library database.



The New York Times


Atlantic Monthly



Time Magazine

D) Internet web pages from approved ACADEMIC SOURCES.  Before using any information from the Internet which is not part of the library database, IT MUST BE APPROVED BY YOUR INSTRUCTOR.
A few words on Plagiarism

You will have discussed this topic in your English classes, and most of what you learn there is applicable to this class, but plagiarism can be kind of tricky so two basic rules will cover you for this course.  The first is that you are to cite the source of any information which is not of your own personal experience.  Since you have not been around this world as long as most of what you are studying or researching, and you are to avoid first person statements in formal writing anyway, virtually everything you write must have a citation (For those of you who are unfamiliar with "citation", it means a reference to the source of the information).  To keep in step with this first basic rule, you might find that your final paper will be littered with citations from start to finish.  To avoid the dreaded charge of plagiarism, it is best to keep in mind the following advice:  Each paper must include a complete bibliography/works cited page, listing all sources in proper format.  Again, see OWL  or your English style manual for the proper format.  Failure to do so may result in an automatic "F" on your paper.

The second major rule involves the language you use in writing and the use of quotations.  Translate all of the information you wish to quote into your own words.  Word for word quotations are unnecessary unless the language of the quotation is required to make a particular point; e.g., a particularly dramatic observation of a witness to events, a strikingly peculiar adjective or description by a witness.  

There are two dangers involved here.  The first danger is that you will be so concerned about plagiarism that you will quote each source with proper citation so extensively, your paper will be a string of quotations with none of your personal writing.  Best possible grade for such a paper is "C".  The second danger is that you have been accustomed only to citing what you quote which would leave you with lots of information in your paper uncited unless your paper consisted entirely of quotations. 

 A paper with too much information uncited can easily get an "F".

Process for Completing Research Paper/Project
Creating your research will take place in five stages, each of which counts different points toward the total research paper grade.  In these tasks, you will see the phrase “minimum required for passing” or something similar.  Remember that the phrase is not “minimum required for doing well.”  “Passing” means 70%.
Step 1. Choose a topic/teacher conference, 20 points
Make an appointment to consult with the teacher in choosing your topic.  All you have to do is show up with a 3x5 card and make a decision. Topic may be changed after initial conference, but only with permission of the instructor.  Before you leave the conference, you must have a working title for your research along with your name and the initials of your instructor.  You must retain this Title Card as it will be turned in with the next two assignments.  See topic list at the end.
Step 2. Turn in Bibliography Cards , 20 points
Seven sources minimum for passing.  At least one must be a book and at least one must be a primary source.  For each source you are to use, you need to turn in a card (3x5 only) on which the source is written in proper bibliography form (See OWL).  Also required is your name on each card.  Wrap the cards in a rubber band. (No hair bands or paper clips).  On the front of all cards must be the Title Card you created at your teacher conference.
Step 3. Turn in all citations, "Source Cards" 50 points
Copy all information you might need to complete your paper onto 3x5 cards.  Make certain, each card includes a separate reference and the page number or any other identifying information for that source.  Typically, 20 cards, well loaded with appropriate information, would be a minimum for passing this task (less if they are great, more if they are weak).  Include your Title Card and original Bibliography Cards in the stack (these do not count toward your 20 cards), but are useful for separating citations of one source from those of another source).  Make certain your name is on each card and they are surrounded by a rubber band (no hair bands or clips). All citations cards should reference the name of the source (in case the cards are dropped and misplaced from the original bibliography card) plus the source page number (so when you write your paper you will be able to include the proper citation easily).
Some people ask if they are allowed to add sources and information after they have completed this step.  The answer is “yes.”  You may add sources and information at any time in the process.  One caution, you may not use any web-only source without authorization from your instructor.

Step 4. First Paper, 80 points

This is the first draft you turn in.  This paper should be as polished as you can make it, with spelling, grammar, citation, bibliography, etc. in proper order. You are required to USE all of the required number of sources as listed in Step 2.  As with all written assignments in this course, you have the option of having your instructor review you paper in after school tutorial to help you improve your work before formal submission.  
Minimum Length for passing is 750 words, but it is unlikely you can actually do very well beyond a 70 with so little information and analysis.  You would be well to aim for 1200 words or better.   Even still, word length is no guarantee of a good grade.  The quality of what you write is important as well. There is no maximum limit.
Should you make an "A" on your first draft, you will not have to complete the final draft and will receive an "A" for both assignments.  

Step 5. Final Paper, 100 points

After the first draft has been returned, make the necessary corrections on your final draft.  Again, you must use the required number of sources and correctly cite them. Staple First Paper on top of Final Paper to turn in BOTH together.  
Typically, a student who makes all corrections completely can improve his subsequent paper by a letter grade.  With some care, every student should be able to make at least a "B" on the final draft.

Note that the second draft must be an improved version of the first one.  The first draft will be returned to you with corrections and recommendations for revision.  If you do not follow these directions to improve your paper, your will be penalized a full letter grade at minimum.  


Major Danger Zones – Causes For Failures

1. Turning an assignment in late. 10 points per day add up when the point total on an assignment is 20.  Not having all required components will be considered “late.”

2. Failure to turn in any assignment at all.  Should you miss a deadline so long that your grade for that assignment is “zero,” you are not allowed to simply skip that step.  No assignment may be turned in without satisfactory completion of all steps beforehand.  For example, if you fail to have your conference, but do complete your bibliography without an approved Title Card, your Bibliography Cards will be considered “late” until you have an approved topic.

3. Use of prohibited sources on any assignment subsequent to the conference = automatic “F” on that assignment (see information on prohibited sources)
4. Failure to include a correctly formatted and correctly utilized (see next item) “Works Cited” page on first or final draft = automatic “F”

5. Failure to cite information properly on first or final draft = automatic “F”

6. Three or more frags and/or run-on sentences on first or final draft = automatic “F”

7. Failure to follow requirements for sources: 7 minimum, one book, one primary source = automatic “F.“

(Special permission for exemptions are possible, but they must be made before submission of any step in the process).

8. On the Final Paper, failure to make corrections will result in a minimum of a letter grade deduction.

9. Plagiarism in whole or in part of any other person’s work = honor code violation.  A zero on the paper, in addition to school discipline may be the consequence.

How to avoid failure on any assignment:

1. Keep track of your syllabus, not just for the next class, but look a week or two ahead to help you plan!

2. If you have ANY questions about an assignment, a discussion with your instructor in backwork should clear up any confusion.  It is easier to get permission than forgiveness when it comes to research.
