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Three Rules

   Respect:

1) The people around you.



Learning is a cooperative experience – listen to people when they are talking, value the differing opinion encourage them to think more clearly

2) Your Environment.



This school and the things in it belong to you and those who come after you – take care of them.

3) Yourself



Be selfish regarding the opportunity to be here – make the most of your assignments by completing them well and on time – You are in charge of your own education.

INTRODUCTION – Course Philosophy
You are in charge of your own education
In that one sentence stands the approach you must begin to take in this course.  If you take a class only because you want to receive a particular grade or because you hope it will somehow get you into a particular school, you have completely misunderstood the value of your experience in school.  Formal education, the acquiring of a series of pieces of paper with fancy writing, may for some be one key to a higher income, but when approached by the student with a personal quest for understanding will always be a key to a deeper, richer life.
The constraints of formal academics as practiced in America today require that you will receive grades for this course.  The expectations of the label “AP” require that you will be given tools to prepare for the AP US History exam in the spring.  However, how you use those tools, or what you make of those grades are completely up to you.  Do the work as best as you can, prepare for each class for the sake of understanding, and the grades will take care of themselves.
I. GRADES

There is nothing magical about the distinction between 90 and 89 or 79 and 80.  These numbers are chosen arbitrarily.  If you pay attention to how assessments in this course are actually scored, you will soon learn that test grades are not actually percentages, but rough guidelines reflecting relative levels of understanding.  

It is likely these previous three sentences mean nothing to you now, but you might re-read them in about two months time and you, hopefully understand.
A. Grading Scale for Letter Grades
The school policy assigns the following Letter Grades for the corresponding percentage Averages

Average Letter Grade
100 - 90 =  A

89   - 80 =  B

79   - 70 =  C

Below 70 =  F

Because Averages rarely end in whole numbers, all fractional Averages in this course ending in .5 or higher are rounded up to the next higher whole number.  Therefore, an 89.5 becomes an "A", but an Average of 89.49999 remains a "B".

B. Source of Grades

Grades for this course will be derived from the following sources and in the approximate percentages: Minor or Daily Assignments (Chapter Essays, and Maps) - 25%, Class Participation  - 10%, Major Assignments (Tests and Papers) - 40%, Final Exam - 20%.  
C. The Point/Weight Grading System
Each assignment carries a particular weight.  For example, all tests count 100 points Typically, there will be a 100 point Objective Test Score and a 100 Point Free Response Score.  Homework varies from 10-50 point grades. 

To illustrate how the Point/Weight Grading System affects your Average, we will create a simple set of assignments for the first grading period - one test and four chapter quizzes.  It is easy to understand the effect on your Average in this course of a score for a 100 point assignment.  If you score a "75" on a test, your Average is pulled strongly toward 75 percent.  For many it is at first a little harder to understand the effect of the grades with lower weights.  For example, if you score "9" on a 10 point quiz, your Average is pulled toward 90 percent (because a score of 9 is 90% of the quiz weight of 10) but one quiz has only one tenth the effect of the test. 
Let us assume you made a 9 on each of the other quizzes as well.  Your scores would be recorded as follows:

Assignment
Weight
Score
Chapter Essay………………50…………………45
Chapter Essay ………………50…………………49
Objective Test 1-4…….……100………………...85
Essay Test 1-4……………..100    ……………..74
Totals…………………….A)  300…………….B) 253
A) Total the Weight column.   

B) Then total the Score column. 

To calculate your Average, divide the Total Score by the Total Weight.  Total Score (253) divided by Total Weight (280) equals Average (.843 or 84.3%).  

You will be provided a syllabus with each assignment for every day of the term.  You can plan your assignments weeks in advance should you wish to do so!  On this sheet is also a place to record your scores for the tasks as you receive them.  Your syllabus will allow you to keep track of your Average, and in addition, help you verify you have completed every task assigned.   Note: The overwhelming majority of people who fail to do well in this course neglect to turn assignment in on time or neglect complete assignments at all.

II. GENERAL CLASSROOM CONSIDERATIONS
A. Assignments
All assignments written on paper are due at the very beginning of class on the day indicated on the syllabus.  Have your work prepared to turn in (name, other identifying information, etc. already written) the second you walk into class.  If the bell rings and you do not have it ready to turn in, it is late. All assignments turned in electronically (via e-mail or wiki) will be due at 8:00 AM on the day indicated on the syllabus unless stated otherwise. Any work not turned in on time is recorded as a zero.  If it is turned in later a score will be recorded but results in a 10 point per day reduction in grade.  

The syllabus is like a calendar with each assignment given a particular day of the week.   The day of the week on which the day is listed is the day on which you walk into class with the assignment completed.

Occasionally, there are emergencies of many sorts that prevent your turning in assignments. The river flooded and carried away your car with all your homework in the back seat.  Your great aunt's mother's brother's second cousin twice removed on your father's side died.  The dog ate your homework.  The hard disk ate your homework.  The dog ate your hard disk.  Extraordinary emergencies can be dealt with on a case by case basis, but if you always assume the 10 point penalty rule applies in your case, you will never be disappointed when it does.  You are advised to think ahead.  It is easier to get an extension before a due date than after.
B. Snow Days or School Cancellations
The syllabus is pretty close to locked in so that all material may be covered by the time you take the AP exam in the spring.  Any time school is called off, all assignments are to be completed by the same time as the syllabus indicates.  For example, should the syllabus indicate a test on Friday, but school is out on Thursday, plan on taking the test when school resumes on Friday.  If an assignment is due on both Thursday and Friday, but school is called on Thursday, both will be due on Friday when school resumes.

C. Making Up Missed Assignments and Absences

All in-class assignments such as tests missed because of an absence can be made up in Tutorial so long as you request to do so within a week.  You are responsible for making the arrangements to make up any missed work.  You are advised to complete any work within a week.  

Note that school policy requires if a student is absent to one class but attends other classes the same day, all work must be turned in and quizzes or tests must be taken the same day or the assignment counts as a “zero.”

In keeping with school policy, failure to complete a major assignment will result in the student’s receiving an average of no higher than 69%, even if the assignment would not result in the student’s failing were it recorded as a zero.  For the purposes of this class, any assignment with a value of 51 points or higher will be considered a “major assignment.”

D. Tardies

Tardies result in a reduction in Class Participation grade increasing in severity with the frequency of occurrence. Be in class prepared when the clock on the wall says the time for class is to start.  

If you arrive in class after class has started, assume you have been already turned in as absent and see your instructor after class to get a note for the office to excuse your absence into a tardy.  This is your responsibility.
E. Tutorial (3:00-3:30 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday – Longer times available by appointment and typically I am actually available past 4:00 on most days) 
Tutorial is two things.  First, it is a formal time for students to seek help from their instructors on difficult assignments/material or to make up work that can be completed in a few minutes. Second, Tutorial is a state of mind in both student and teacher that they can work together in the learning process in an informal setting.  So strongly do I wish you to do well, that I am willing to do a "Tutorial" almost any time that both of us can get together - during lunch, morning break, on the phone.  

My home phone number is (770) 425-8111.  Do not hesitate to call for help weeknights or weekends, but as there are other family members in the home, I do request you make your calls before 9:30 PM so others are not disturbed by ringing telephones.  If no one is home, leave a message so that I know you called and can make an effort to reach you.

Uses of Tutorial might include making up a quiz, going over the previous night's assignment, going over the previous class notes, helping to edit a paper assignment to improve the grade, learning some new study skills or note-taking skills, drilling some possible questions for an upcoming test or quiz, choosing a research topic, etc.  

F. E-mail

Many supplemental readings and occasional changes in due dates for assignments are e-mailed to class members.  School e-mail addresses are the only ones that will be used.  You should check your school email regularly.
G. Class Notes and Website

Although most of the class is student lead discussion.  There will be lectures from time to time.   You are fortunate to have a tool to make your note-taking more efficient: Your Website (http://walkersocialstudies.org/us/apusamstud.htm) .  On the course website, you can click on the link to “Class Presentations” or go directly to:

http://www.walkersocialstudies.org/us/apusppt.htm


You are encouraged to download these PowerPoint presentations to your home computer and print them out.  When printing them follow these instructions:

a) From “File” Menu, choose “Print”

b) From “Print What” Menu, choose “Handouts”

c) From “Slides per Page” Menu, choose 3, 4, or 6

Always print “Handouts.” Never print “Slides” unless you wish to waste reams of paper and gallons of ink.  In addition, you probably want to print in black and white or grayscale to save your color cartridges.

If you choose to print AT THE SCHOOL LIBRARY, ALWAYS PRINT TEN OR FEWER PAGES AT A TIME (If you print three screens per page, 10 pages will be 30 slides). Always print in black and white or grayscale.  Printing more slides at a time sometimes jams the buffer on the printer and makes everyone in the library your worst enemy.   

H. Class Participation Grade
Class participation counts 10% of the total grade.  Each student starts with an 85 average.  Additions are made by the teacher for volunteering in class discussions, insightful questions, strong leadership in class discussion / seminar format, etc.  Subtractions are made for disrespectful behavior toward any class member or for tardies.  

At the risk of stifling class discussion - Do not be so enthused about enhancing your Class Participation grade by asking every single question that pops into your head, particularly those off the topic.  If most of the class time is taken up by your questions, others are getting less of the education for which they paid.  You may need to spend some time in after school tutorial, perhaps ask after the class is over, or send me an e-mail.  I delight in these out of class interactions.

III. DAILY ASSIGNMENTS AND MINOR GRADES
A. Study Assignments
On the syllabus, which denotes all of the assignments for the term and the day each is due.  Notice that these are not referred to as "reading assignments," but “study assignments.” Occasionally, you may receive an unannounced quiz on study assignments.

From time to time you may be given other reading as a handout, typically a newspaper or news magazine article. Once more a reminder – Keep up with your e-mail. 
B. Chapter Review Essays
On the main page of the course wiki is a link to the different units for the course. If you follow each link, you will find a set of questions associated with each chapter.
You have been assigned to a numbered study group in the first week of school.  The questions, likewise, are numbered.  Your assignment will be to write a solid essay in answer to each question associated with your respective number (Group 1 answers all the 1 questions, Group 2 answers all the 2s, etc.). Details as follows:

How to submit: Click on the “Edit” tab at the top. Then cut and paste your essay from a Word file into the Wiki page directly under the question on the Unit page.  Make SURE you click “Save” at the bottom before you navigate away from the page.  You are best advised to look at the page after you hit “Save” to make sure it looks right.  

Due date: Submit on the date indicated on the syllabus for that chapter.  Example, Questions 1-3 will be submitted by Groups 1-3, respectively, on the date indicating all students have completed chapter 1 in Enduring Visions. As stated earlier, due dates are 8:00 AM on the day of submission.
Details about appearance:  Match the type for size an format to that of the page (Normal type, Font – Ariel, no more than 14 pt. no less than 10 pt.).  Primary writer (The person who wrote the most) should be indicated in black type.  Secondary Writer’s work should be in green type.  If there are three people in a group, one will be Primary, one will be Secondary, one will be Proofreader.  The names of each should appear at the top of the essay indicating their role.  For two person groups, The primary writer should be indicated.  The other person should be indicated as either Secondary or Proofreader.  The Secondary or Proofreader will be assumed to be the uploader of the document.  Roles must rotate within the group from one question to the next.
Details about content: Each essay must have a solid thesis (please, underline it), an organization that follows the thesis, and a large quantity of details supporting the thesis.  Example of the first two points: If your thesis is ”The French Revolution had positive and negative effects on the French People,” you would likely have at minimum two subsequent paragraphs.  If your thesis is “The French Revolution damaged the French people economically, politically and socially,” you would like have at least three subsequent paragraphs. A more elegant thesis, “The common people of France suffered significant economic disruption, but found new political power and social advancement in contrast to the former aristocracy,” may have three subsequent paragraphs, but likely even more. As for the meaning of “a large quantity of details supporting the thesis,” this will vary depending on the question.  Generally questions in red are more complex that those in brown.
C. Maps

Over the course of the year you will turn in a variety of geography assignments each worth variable points.  You can obtain a copy of the map assignments on the course website.  

D. Class Discussion / Seminar Leadership

The class will be divided into teams of two-three students and each team will be assigned questions to answer for chapter review (see above) and, typically, one supplementary reading per quarter.  Your team will lead the class in a discussion on the questions posed for textbook review.  You are motivated to get the largest amount of information and ideas out of your classmates as possible in the most practical time possible.  Their input should facilitate how you approach writing your essay. Most review questions will be discussed in class.  Depending on how things go in previous class discussions, how or when your instructor needs to do a lecture, or those things over which we have no control (Snow days), you may not get to receive your classmates’ input. Typically these will be the latter questions in a chapter.

Leading discussion on the supplementary reading is a more complex process because the questions you ask will be more subtle and often more provocative.  As such you must consult with your instructor several days before your group is due for leading discussion.  We will spend 15-30 minutes discussing how to approach the topic.  These conferences can be after school, before school, during lunch, or as a conference call in the evening, depending on your partner’s (partners’) schedule. Your next responsibility will be to create a set of “Essential Questions” for the class to consider.  These should be e-mailed to the class at least one class day before the assignment is due.  You would be very wise to study the assigned reading well ahead of your meeting with Mr. K. (Actually, if you do not consult with me, I will assume you are not prepared and will not call on you to do your shtick – This is not good for you).  Your second responsibility will be to know the answers to the questions you devise. Finally, you will lead the class in a discussion, attempting to solicit from your classmates analytically sophisticated answers to the questions you pose.

In keeping with the class philosophy that you are in charge of your own education and that knowledge and insight has value beyond arbitrary and external rewards, you will not receive a discrete grade for this assignment. 
E. Blogging

From time to time, you will be asked to make an entry on the course weblog accessible at 

https://walkeramstud.pbworks.com/
You will receive these readings by e-mail typically with a set of analytical questions to consider in your response.  You are also encouraged to challenge classmates’ interpretation of the material in your blog.  More than one entry is perfectly acceptable as you exchange views.  You first entry MUST be made prior to the due date / time as indicated earlier (day of the assignment 8:00AM).
IV. MAJOR GRADES
A. American Studies Project
There is a major project to be completed in components throughout the year.  A detailed description of the project requirements is attached at the end of this Survival Guide.  Specific due dates are listed on the syllabus.
B. Tests & Exams 

When you take the AP US History exam in the spring, you will see three basic question formats (detailed below).  Some variation on these formats will be seen on all tests:

•
MULTIPLE CHOICE - 80 items, 55 minutes to complete.  Each question will have five options.  The rest you need to know will be, hopefully, self-explanatory.  There is no guessing penalty on any objective test in this course.
•
FREE RESPONSE - Part A: Document Based Question (DBQ) – 45 Minutes.  You will be given 10 or more documents, pictures, cartoons, etc. from the period of the question and answer a specific question about that data in essay format.  Full credit cannot be given unless the information in your essay includes both document information and non-document information (that which you have gained from study of the period). A middle “C” is the highest possible grade if no non-document data is included in your essay.

•
FREE RESPONSE - Parts B & C: 2 essay questions – 70 minutes.  No documents are provided for you to answer these questions.

 In your Free Response answers you are to:


Write a clear and precise essay that would stand alone; i.e., anyone who read it could make sense of the essay without having read A) the question or B) necessarily the textbooks available to you. How the writing will be scored can be understood by reading "General Guidelines for Essay Scoring".  

Hints:


1) The major basic hint is that each good essay must have a definable, clear, provable and normative thesis statement.  It is advised you write this thesis before you do anything else on your paper.  Be further advised your chances of success are greatly improved if you make your thesis statement one sentence, even if the sentence requires multiple dependent and independent clauses.  One simple way of composing a thesis statement is to reword the question into a declarative sentence rather than an interrogative one.  As you become more adept at this skill you will want to be creative in your interpretation of the question.


2) A normative or subjective statement cannot be proven with more subjective statements.  You must prove your thesis with facts, figures, quotations, information; i.e., empirical statements.


3) A great value is placed on the quality with which the information is organized.  A useful idea is not to write anything for the first five minutes (On the AP exam there is a mandatory 15 minutes of reading before you are allowed to write.  During this time you will read the DBQ information, compose your thesis statements, and create outlines.  


4) Stick to the outline unless, during the writing, you develop an idea that simply must be included.  

Re-read the thesis statement before you write each paragraph.  This more fully assures that you will keep your mind on track and not waste precious time digressing from the topic.

C. Scoring Of Test Essays and Other Formal Writing

Essays are graded according to general Advanced Placement guidelines:

9-8 (A) Strong analytical focus.  Good breadth of data, responds to all elements asked for in the question.  Marshals evidence in a convincing way to support a THESIS.   In some cases, shows signs of original thinking and creativity. On DBQ’s, combines personal knowledge (approx 50%) with document information (approx 50%) to create a coherent and balanced presentation.

7-6 (B) Presents a THESIS.  Marshals evidence in an organized fashion to support the THESIS.  Adequate breadth of data in responding to the most important issues raised in the question. 

On DBQ’s, balance of personal knowledge and document information slips, over-reliance on documents.



5 (C+) States rudimentary THESIS or argument.  Cites facts appropriate to the development of the thesis but does not clearly link these to the THESIS.  Discusses some of the major issues raised in the question.  Incorrect factual illustrations and/or faulty or incomplete logic may be encountered.  Argument appears incomplete. 

On DBQ’s, may have no obvious personally available information to provide.

4 (C) Demonstrates comprehension of pertinent facts and concepts.  Presents descriptive narrative with little or no reference to an organizing principle.  Responds to some of the issues raised in the question.  May contain some factual errors. 

On DBQ’s, no correct factual information outside of documents at all.

3 (C)  Weak or implausible THESIS.  Breadth of coverage and depth of information may be adequate but contains factual errors.  Information may not fit the thesis. 


2 (C-) Weak THESIS that is unsustained in discussion.  Offers few, if any, factual illustrations to support the thesis.  Includes irrelevant information or inaccurate data. 



1 (F+) Attempts to answer the question.  However, fails to provide detail and breadth of coverage. 

0 (Utter and miserable F) No attempt to answer the question in any meaningful way. 

For the sake of creating numerical grades in this course, the following will be the grade scale for 100 point papers:

9 = 99
8 = 94

7 = 89
6 = 84

5 = 80
4 = 76
3 = 73
2 = 70

1 = 66
0 = 40


A copy of the rubric for scoring test essays is included on the next page

All Free Response Question essays are to be turned in written in black or dark blue ink. On these timed essays.  Grammar and spelling do not count except to the extent meaning of your writing is unclear.
Formal papers (AmStud Research Project) Papers will be turned in through Turnitin.com unless otherwise noted. Formal rules of grammar apply on the formal papers, and errors will be penalized.  Examples of frequent errors include those of spelling, subject-predicate agreement, pronoun-antecedent agreement, sentence fragments, and run-on sentences.  In addition, avoid the use of the first person especially in sentence structures such as the following: " I think that....", "I feel that....", "It is my belief that....", etc.
Before turning in your paper, proofread for errors. 

D. Semester End Exams:

As stated previously, each Semester Exam will count as 20 percent of your Final Average for that term.  The first term exam will be organized similarly to the AP Exam you will take in the spring including time limits for each section.  The exam for the spring term will be your research paper.
Basic Scoring Chart for Essays

	Name: 
	Final Score

	
	Not so Hot
	Acceptable
	Average
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Thesis

Provability Degree of sophistication
	Not perceptible
	Vague connection to question

Fuzzy 
	Provable
Generic 
Simplistic
	Provable

Well-organized
	Provable

Well-organized

Creative / Subtle
	9  8  7  6  5

4  3  2  1  0

	Paper Organization

Clarity Sophistication of organization
	No organizing principle discerned
	Organizing principle possibly

Connection to thesis is non-existent
	Straightforward

Connection to Thesis is weak
	Well organized

Tied well to thesis based organization
	Very well organized

Well-connected to difficult or subtle thesis
	

	Paragraph Organization

Clarity

Degree to which data supports thesis
	Does not know or utilize the concept of paragraph

Sentence structure indiscernible
	Strings info/docs together with little organizing principle 

Doc as subject or object
Awkward prose
	Topic sentence 
Information usually connects to topic
Average prose
	Topic Sentence

Information tied to topic

Strong prose
	Topic sentence

Information/docs well-incorporated into flow of sentence

Creative prose
	

	Document Use

Correct application of document

Correct interpretation of doc
	None
	Quotes with little understanding of material or connection to topic

Misinterprets doc or docs
	Understands some documents

Uses some docs

Limited interpretation of docs
	Uses majority of docs with correct understanding
Interpretation of docs is correct
Doc use supports thesis
	Understands most docs 

Interpretation of docs is strong

Doc use strongly supports thesis
	

	Non-Doc data

Correct information

Applicability of information to question (especially how it fits the time frame and topic)
	Expresses no information pertinent to question
	Little or no outside info 

Erroneous Data

Non-doc data  outside time period
	Some non-doc data

Fairly pertinent to thesis or question
	Strong use of non-doc data

Data pertinent to thesis
	Extensive use of correct data

Extensive application of data to further thesis
	


These evaluations are intended to enhance your writing ability, to let you know on what areas you need to work.  Because the essay is graded holistically, there is no direct relationship between the specific evaluations and the final 0-9 score.

American Studies Multi-Modal Project

Before the end of the year is finished, you will complete an individual project for the American Studies Course.  The general topic for your project will come from the American Studies course, which is briefly, "What does it mean to be an American?"  This question is simultaneously as broad and as narrow as you like, depending on how you interpret the words "mean" and "American," as well as about what time period the question is asked.

Your instructors will assist you in coordinating your interests with a topic sufficiently broad to challenge you appropriately and sufficiently narrow as to preserve your sanity.  Portions of the project will be due at various stages throughout the year, with the final result due late in the fourth quarter (after the AP exams for English Language and US History).  The score on the final project will count as your final exam grade in both the English and US History sections of this course.

Completion of the project will provide some sedentary research as well as some experiential research.  Sedentary research is the sort one typically does in libraries and on-line, reading and analyzing books, poetry, articles, etc.  Experiential research involves observation in the real world, watching, listening to and talking with your subjects there. Those of you who attended The Walker School in the ninth grade did some of each during completion of your Family Research Project. 

The function of the project is to encourage students to create a project that is not merely a summary of research done by others but to do original research as might be completed by advanced college students or graduate students.  When you are done, you want to have a work that you would dazzle a college professor with its 

1) meticulous citation 

2) academic originality

3) creative execution


The project must consist of three components: visual, auditory, and written, all in the support of a thesis.

1. Visual - Any documentary visual format, still photographs OR video.  You may include historical images based on your sedentary research, but you must include contemporary images obtained experientially. If your family does not own a camera, a disposable camera will easily suffice in obtaining your contemporary images. Should your family own a video camera, that could be useful for going the video route. If you do not own video equipment and are determined to use that format, "disposable video cameras" have recently come on the market. 

2. Auditory - Recorded interviews with your subject. A requirement is that you directly interview someone directly involved in your topic. Think of yourself as a historian attempting to make sense of a contemporary phenomenon to future generations.  Create a list of questions you think people in the future might want to ask.  In addition, be ready to ad-lib questions depending on the ebb and flow of the conversation.  You will need to record your interviews and have the tapes/disks prepared to turn in at a later date.  If you wish to use the video technique, the auditory track on that medium will suffice to fulfill this requirement.


3. Written - You are to write an essay with a clear thesis appropriately supported by both sedentary and experiential research, using the MLA format (See Hacker text or check out the following link: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html.

Length:  6-8 pages.

The Combined Components become the Final Project - A standard project with written and still photograph components will look pretty much like any formal paper or article from a magazine.  There will be a requirement that any taped interviews will be submitted on tape along with the paper.  In addition, a written transcript of the interview as an appendix to the paper needs to be included.

Want to get a little fancy? If you are of the mind to do so, you can create a video essay rather than written essay.  In some ways this approach is easier, but in some ways it is more difficult.  You have all probably seen documentaries on the History Channel or Discovery Channel, and thereby have a vague idea about how to do this; however, you are encouraged to think "essay" rather than "documentary."  A provocative thesis makes what you do far more interesting.  Look for your model of generating interest through controversy by examining the work of Michael Moore (“Bowling for Columbine”) or Morgan Spurlock (“Supersize Me”).  Shorter form video essays may be seen on MTV2 “High School Stories” or on the recently launched cable/satellite channel, “Current” (366 on Direct TV).  Morgan Spurlock also has a show on FX called “30 Days.”

If you do the video essay, you still need to provide a script of the video including a Works Cited Page.  Because you have your interviewees already on tape, there will no requirement to provide a transcript of the full interview.

Tentative schedule of due dates: Complete by beginning of class on due date.
Step 1. 1st four weeks of school: Choose a topic/teacher conference- 20 points. 

DUE: Week 3 

Meet with Mr. Killian and choose a topic you must bring a 3x5 card to the conference.  Some ideas for a topic would be helpful but not necessary.  Advice: The worst projects we have seen have tended to be the things the students knew the MOST about beforehand.    
Step 2. Late Middle of 1st Quarter: Turn in Bibliography typed on a plain sheet of paper with a Working Title at the top. This is an Annotated Bibliography (Title of your paper, your name and period) - 20 points

DUE: Week 7

Write the source in proper bibliographical format (see OWL).  Then, annotate, write a brief description of how you expect to use the source in your final product.
You are allowed to add or subtract sources to your final Works Cited page other than those you turn in at this stage.  This assignment is to make certain you have completed a minimum of research by the due date.
Step 3. Early in 2nd Quarter Turn in all citations, "Citation Cards" plus Bibliography  - 50 points

DUE: Week 12
Copy all information you might need to complete your paper onto 3x5 cards.  The purpose of these cards is so you can sort specific information in the process of writing your paper.  Do not simply jam as much info onto a card just to fill up the card if you are going to use separate bits of information in separate parts of the paper.  Use one fact per card.  This will make organizing your paragraphs easier when you begin writing.
Correct notations on your note-card includes a slug, a page number and an indication of the source (from the bibliography).

For format in citing Proquest/EBSCO sources, visit: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html.

Typically, 20 cards would be a minimum for passing this task (for those of you who are math impaired, “passing” = 70;  “passing” does not mean “100”). You would score less if the content of the cards is weak, more if the content is great. Make certain your name or initials are on each card.  
Wrap the Bibliography around the cards and secure the “package with a rubber band.
As above, you are allowed to add or subtract information to use in your final paper other than those you turn in at this stage.  This assignment is to make certain you have completed a minimum of research by the due date.

Step 4. Just Before Thanksgiving. Paper # 1 A research summary – 100 Points

DUE: Week 16. 

This will be in the format of a written research paper, with a tentative thesis and evidence only from your sedentary research to back up the thesis.  The real function of this paper is to give you a chance to consolidate your information before you have a chance to forget it.  Think of it as a “what I have learned so far” kind of paper.  If you do this well, you may have well completed 30-60% of your final paper. Method of submission will be via Turnitin.com.  The specifics of this process will be emailed to you at a later date.
Save and print out the original copy graded by your instructors as you will need it later, for Step 5.

Step 5. Near end of 3rd quarter: Evidence of Experiential Research - 50 points

DUE: 2nd Semester Week 9 (or thereabouts)
At a conference with the instructor, you must show evidence that you have done some experiential research.  Bring to the meeting:

a) Your Graded Research Summary (the original with the teacher notes and comments)

b) All evidence of completing audio and/or visual recording of your subject. Tape, DVD, photography, etc. whatever you might have accumulated to show you have completed this stage of your work.  
Be prepared to show this work.  For example if you have recorded interviews in audio or video tape, bring a compatible player.  Key to a good score:  Convince us you have actually done the interviews and taken the photos or videos or made the recordings you need to complete the final research. The more organized your presentation of the material, the more you will impress your instructors.  A notebook with all items ready for inspection is recommended.
Note: it is possible that some important conference or convention needed to complete your project may not have occurred by this date. You should arrange with the instructors prior to the due date to delay completion of this task. 

Step 6. Early 4th Quarter: Paper/Project #2, 200 points

DUE: 2nd Semester Week 12 

This is your first shot at getting the final project right.  This paper should be as polished as you can make it, with title page, spelling, grammar, citation, works cited page, etc. in proper order.  In fact, should you make an "A" on your first draft, you will not have to complete the final draft and will receive an "A" for both assignments.

Place paper, photographs, tape or CD (for audio recordings), DVD (if a video recording or essay), and citation cards into a three ring binder, using whatever types of three ring pockets as you find necessary.

Photos should be incorporated into the text of the paper and be used to illustrate key points as they are brought into the text of the paper. If they cannot be incorporated into the body of the text, they should be in a photo album format clearly identified in the order they are cited within the body of the paper.

Likewise video clips used to illustrate a standard paper should be placed on a separate CD/DVD disk with the cuts used to illustrate key points within the paper listed on the CD in the order they are to be used and stated clip numbers or titles should be specified within the body of the paper. (Probably, such a project should have an alternate format such as a documentary movie, podcast or PowerPoint presentation)
Your name should be clearly marked on the outside of the binder.  Make certain your report has all necessary identifying data and the full pledge signed on the cover sheet / title page.
For those completing personal interviews, a copy of the transcript or copy of the tape of the interview should be included in the envelope.  As above, completion of a video essay will not require a copy of interview transcript.

If the form of your project is a film or podcast, this is your first chance at getting this right.  A requirement is to have along with your project in final form, a written script specifying transitions and credits for sources used as if it were a written report.  A Works Cited Page must be at the end of the script.  In the visual form of the project, the content of the Works cited page must be in the credits at the end.

Step 7. Before Final Exams begin Last Paper, 100 point grade becoming by itself the grade for the final exam, thereby 20% of your final grade for the semester.

DUE – 2nd Semester Week 18
After the first draft has been returned, make the necessary corrections on your final written draft.  Turn in both First Draft and Final Draft together with all other required components.  
With sufficient planning, every student should pass each stage of this assignment.  With some care, every student should be able to make at least a "B" on the final draft.  For those who have not received an A on the first draft, failure to turn in a second draft results in a “0”.  Turning in the same paper will result in a deduction of a full letter grade.
If the form of your project is a film or podcast, this is your first chance at getting this right.  A requirement is to have along with your project in final form, a written script specifying transitions and credits for sources used as if it were a written report.  A Works Cited Page must be at the end of the script.  In the visual form of the project the content of the Works cited page must be in the credits at the end.

RESEARCH SOURCES

Of special note for research papers is the use of bibliographies and citation of sources.  Most of the format for bibliographies and citations are found at the OWL website for Purdue University.  
Each research paper must come from at least ten sources, but more is quite acceptable.  At least five sources must be from scholarly publications.  

PROHIBITED SOURCES: NONE of these sources may be used.  Use of any prohibited resources will result in an automatic "F" on that particular assignment: 

A) a standard general history textbook defined as any source that would be used to teach a general history class

The Enduring Vision, Boyer et al.

B) a dictionary defined as any source that has the word "dictionary" in its title


Webster's New World Dictionary



Dictionary of American History


C) an encyclopedia defined as any source that has the word "encyclopedia" in its title, as well as any source that is obviously an encyclopedia regardless of its title or format (paperbound or electronic)

Encyclopedia Americana

Encyclopedia of Musical Heritage

The Encylopedia of American History

Compton's Encyclopedia
Microsoft Encarta 
Wikipedia

About.com
D) Any Internet source that is not from a standard database of historical records or published journals. For example, Proquest and EBDSCO are fine.  Also Lexis/Nexis. Almost anything else is not.

Sources that are recommended include 

A) Books which research specific areas of interest such as the Civil War, political parties, social movements, banking, diplomacy, music, art, personal biographies, etc.

Ideological Origins of the American Revolution, Bernard Bailyn

A Stillness at Appomattox, Bruce Catton


B) Articles in magazine and research journals which research specific areas of interest



American Heritage



American History Illustrated



The History Teacher
Journal of Popular Culture
C) Contemporary sources such as autobiographies, letters, essays written by people who were witness to events you are studying

The Autobiography of Ben Franklin

Letters from a Birmingham Jail, Martin Luther King

Essay "On Civil Disobedience", Henry David Thoreau

D) Internet web pages from approved databases of periodicals such as EBSCO or Proquest. See Item “B” above

To help you understand just a few of the possibilities you could research:

	Question or Concept
	Location of Real World Sources

	How have Americans historically treated their pets – what does this say about our society?
	The Atlanta Kennel Club Dog Show

Lobby of your local Veterinarian

Petsmart

	Ask the same question as above about the elderly/homeless/illegal immigrant/refugee
	Nursing homes, Local gerontologists, homeless shelters, etc.

	Why do grown adults dress up as Civil War Soldiers?
	Atlanta Campaign Civil War Re-enactment

	Why do grown adults dress up as Medieval Knights?
	Festival of Laurels Covington, GA

	Why do grown adults dress up as Klingons and go to language immersion camps to learn a language and culture that exists only in the Hollywood imagination?
	Dragon Con Science Fiction and Fantasy Convention Atlanta, GA

	What is the function or value of body piercing (or tattoos)?
	Your local tattoo or piercing parlor

Little Five Points

	How does America treat its veterans?
	Veterans Affairs hospital in Atlanta

Interview vets from WWII, Korea, Iraq, Vietnam, Kuwait

	What is the nature or purpose of shotgun houses (Architecture)?
	Cabbage Town

	What is the role of public art?
	Exhibit along Freedom parkway walking path.

	What is the influence of Megachurches in modern America?
	Northstar Church


Bolded topics above have been researched by Walker students.  They are intended to inspire you, but do not think of them as options.  Mr. E and Mr. K want you to do something original.

Major Danger Zones – Causes For Failures
1. Turning an assignment in late. 10 points per day add up when the point total on an assignment is 20.

2. Use of prohibited sources on any assignment subsequent to the conference = automatic “F” on that assignment

3. Failure to include a bibliography or Works Cited on any paper = automatic “F”

4. Failure to cite information properly on any paper = automatic “F”

5. Three or more frags and/or run-on sentences on first or final draft = automatic “F”

6. Plagiarism in whole or in part of any other person’s work = honor code violation.  

 AMERICAN STUDIES RESEARCH PROJECT REVIEW OF PROGRESS SCORING WORKSHEET 
NAME:_____________________________
	Topic Area
	Possible Score
	Score and comment

	Showing up
	5
	1) Present

2) On time

3) Sufficient evidence of research

	Library Research
	5
	1) Copy of Preliminary Paper / Summary

2) Supplemental sedentary research as required by less than optimal performance on previous paper

	On-site Research There is a considerable premium placed on original work rather that copied from other sources 
	15
	1) Photographs

Sufficient number 

Appropriate to analytical narrative 

2) Video

Sufficient in length

Appropriate to analytical narrative

	Human Research

Audio Recording ___

Video Recording ___

Transcript           ___
	15
	1) Interview number 1 _____________

Appropriate to topic

Sufficient breadth of interview

Sufficient depth of interview

2) Interview number 2 _____________

Appropriate to topic

Sufficient breadth of interview

Sufficient depth of interview

3) Interview number 3 _____________

Appropriate to topic

Sufficient breadth of interview

Sufficient depth of interview

4) Other interviews



	Planning 
	10
	1) Thesis

2) Outline

	
	Final Score
	


Name:_________________________________________
Criteria for Final Evaluation – American Studies Research Project
	
	Weak
	Passing
	Average
	Good
	Excellent

	Clarity of Thesis Statement
	
	
	
	
	

	Originality in Conception and Execution
	
	
	
	
	

	Quality and Use of Authoritative Source 
	
	
	
	
	

	Quality and Use of Audio - Visual Sources
	
	
	
	
	

	Quality and Use of Interview Sources
	
	
	
	
	

	Organization of paper
	
	
	
	
	

	Grammatical Clarity
	
	
	
	
	

	Documentation – Proper Citation and Proper Format on Works Cited Page
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall Evaluation (0-9 Score)
	0    1
	2      3    
	4      5 
	6      7  
	8      9

	
	
	
	
	
	7.2
	


The Final Score will be on the usual 0-9 point scale with borderline scores splitting the difference (A 6/7 will be halfway between the percentage equivalents for the 6 and the 7).  A 7.2 = 90
The overall grade will be judged holistically rather than by the acquisition of points.  For example, a paper with a poorly written thesis statement could receive a strong score if the sense of the thesis is well analyzed through the course of the paper.  A paper with superb ratings in all categories but with poor documentation could still receive an F or, if plagiarized, “zero”.  

