American Studies AP Literature and Composition:   2010-2011 Summer Reading 
I pledge that I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this assignment.


American Studies

AP English Literature and Composition

[image: image3.png]il S UUE adies. fiuwevEl
)5 mark the tr
bain youwill g
Garden toe
the existence

Pictures

Sededpures
© il pitires in dociment!
EL esotion: 9 chi

o Change

mpress pictures

Dt cropped areas of pictures
be

o J o=k

Retribution,
Hell must be a





[image: image2.jpg]GOOID

POEMS

*

Introduced by

GARRISON

KEILLOR






East  Dogtown




ISBN-13: 978-1416587040 (Free Press) 

Keillor Good Poems For Hard Times

ISBN-13: 978-0143037675 (Penguin)

The central goal of American Studies is to answer the following question: “What does it mean to be American?”  The question is not merely about politics or ideology, but about ALL things that produce an identity and a culture.  Although you will be preparing for an exam in English and in History at the end of your Junior year, you will find exam preparation a side benefit of this course rather than the purpose of it.  American Studies is both multidimensional and multidisciplinary, meaning it goes beyond the study of language and history, but involves art, music, technology, architecture, psychology, sociology, philosophy and theology.  Because you qualify to take this course, it is assumed you know how to read and write well. The activities you perform for your summer assignment will introduce you to some of the principles of American Studies as well as some of the techniques you will need to master in order to complete the coursework successfully.

The first thing you must do before you start is to e-mail Mr. Killian with your name and First Class e-mail address. Write out the e-mail address EXACTLY as it would appear to the computer.   You will need to provide this e-mail address to gain access to the website on which you will be doing your summer work.  Once he has logged your e-mail as an authorized user, you should receive an e-mail welcoming you to the site.  This tells you that you are ready to go.

Do not be intimidated by the length of these instructions.  Because what you are asked to do is different from what you have done before, the instructions are thorough.
You will have two tasks to perform after your reading.  Notice the deadlines for these assignments are staggered.  It is a bad idea to wait too long to start planning how you will arrange your time to complete the tasks.

Part 1 - Analysis of a Structural Landmark

This may be easier to do and make more sense to you while you are doing it after you read Dogtown.  Therefore, it is recommended you read that book first.  This will give you ample time to complete the Structural Landmark task before you proceed to the next task.
Your ultimate goal is to produce a brief journal or blog entry following a visit to some landmark built by human hands.  To facilitate your blog writing while you are there, you are to gather information about that landmark in at least two forms, verbal (written or recorded) and photographic.  The following sites have been selected because they are within an hour or so drive from Marietta: 

Piedmont Park

Grant Park

Centennial Park

The Hyatt Regency

Underground Atlanta

The Big Chicken

Sweet Auburn

Cabbagetown

I-285

Lenox Mall

Oakland Cemetery

Hartsfield / Jackson Airport

The High Museum

Monastery of the Holy Spirit (Conyers)

Dixie Coca-Cola Bottling Plant

Stone Mountain Park 

Atlantic Station 
Atlanta Farmer’s Market

Rhodes Memorial Hall

Turner Field

Ivy Hall
Etowah Indian Mounds 
The Varsity

Chief Vann House 

Callanwolde Fine Arts Center

The Varsity

NO DUPLICATIONS PLEASE—first come, first served.  E-mail your choice to Mrs. McConnaughey at kate.mcconnaughey@thewalkerschool.org  NOTE:  The smart money is on doing a little research before making your choice—sometimes it’s a lot more fun to go someplace totally new to you.
If you have an idea for another site other than those above, you may use it but only with permission of Mrs. McConnaughey.

In your journal, you want to address three basic issues:  1) For what purpose or function was the structure originally intended? 2) What is its function or purpose today?  3) Why should we care? In addressing these two questions, you would want to cover the causes of the transition from one to the other. In answering these questions, you are advancing an understanding of why Americans (or Georgians, or Atlantans, or southerners) do what they do, what they value, what makes them different.

In doing your research, you are expected to speak to people directly.  Ideally, you would speak to an owner or facility employee who could help you answer the first question.  Sometimes, you could get this information from a website, but that would be only the official story.  To get the “real” story you will have to speak to a real person.  Real people may still only give you the official line, but you are highly unlikely to get the juicy stuff or dirt unless you speak to a person.  
No guts, no glory.  
What kind of dirt are you looking for?  Maybe something like what the original owners or designers were really like personally.  What were the ideas they had for the facility that turned out badly.  Often, the structure will have changed hands more than a few times.  Some details about those transitions can be insightful.  Advice: some structures have business hours.  You are advised to call ahead of time to confirm the hours and perhaps to arrange to speak to one of the staff.  To gather information about how the site is used today, use a combination of observation and interviews.  

Interviews – Talk to people, users, customers, etc.  We know it is difficult for some folks to talk to strangers (after being told for so long how dangerous that it is), but give it a try.  This is the South.  People are usually pretty friendly.  If you are still nervous about it, approach a couple or a family.  Terrorists and muggers rarely go to public places with a date or children.

Observation – Watch people. Observe how they move through the space.  Use all the powers of observation other than your eyes.  Close your eyes every once in a while and listen.  Keep them closed and focus on the smells.  Take notes on the entire range of sensory experience to use in your final blog, including sounds, smells, and textures as well as sights.

As stated above, you are expected to take photos.  The requirements here will differ depending on the nature of the landmark.  If the structure is “small,” as in a single building (example, The High Museum), at least one photo should show as much of it as you can get in the picture.  Other photos should focus on interesting details in the structure such as hardware details or an unusual door or window.  For larger structures such as parks, work on getting the broadest photo of the landmark possible, two or more if needed, plus a few that depict featured components (a fountain or statue).

Write your observations about the landmark/structure.  Insert the photos into the document.  Make sure the photos are large enough to be easily seen on the computer page.  A rule of thumb is to make them half again as large as you think is “enough.” (Using the word-wrap function is usually more visually appealing but not required).  
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Before you save your document, you need to make an important adjustment: Double click on one of the photos.  A menu will appear allowing you to edit the photo in a variety of ways.  Look for the option to “Compress Pictures.”  Word 2007 will show a popup menu like the one below.  Word 2003 will not look the same, but the same directions apply.

Select the following options: Apply to “all pictures in document.”  Change resolution “Web/Screen” or “96 dpi.” Options “Compress Pictures” and “Delete cropped areas.”

Following these directions will keep the file size small.

Now, save the document on your hard drive as a Word 2003 file.  Not everyone has 2007 so using the older file format will allow others to read your file.  When saving, use the following filename format:

"LBFirstL"
with "LB" standing for Landmark Blog, "First" meaning your own first name, and "L" being the initial of your last name. 

For example, your instructors’ entries would look like “LBKateM” and LBSteveK.”  If you followed the directions to save as a Word 2003 file, the filename will be LBKateM.doc.  If you accidentally saved the file as a Word 2007 file, it will read LBSteveK.docx.
Finally, you will go to the following web page.

http://walkeramstud.pbworks.com/Walker-American-Studies-Class
This is the website for the Amstud Wiki.  You will be prompted to provide your e-mail address (the same one you gave Mr. K) and a password.  If it will not accept a password of your choosing, try “amstud12.”
You may want to save the page to your Favorites (you will be using it a LOT). After you have successfully signed into the site, click on the link for “Landmark Blog.”  There are directions on that page as to how to upload your file to the website and make it appear on the wiki.  If you have any questions, call Mr. Killian at home over the summer.  If you do not hear back within 24 hours, you might try e-mailing: steve.killian@thewalkerschool.org 
One major caution in case you have never done a wiki:  You are a member of the wiki with full editing privileges.  That means you should take care not to erase anyone else’s material before you hit the “Save” button.

Point value = 50 points in each class, English and History.

COMPLETION DEADLINE FOR LANDMARK BLOG: July 15.  

An extension can be allowed with prior permission and an impressive story.
Part 2—Landmark Primary Sources

a)  Find at least 5 documents that are primary sources related to your landmark.  They may be related by time, people, purpose, history, or through some other connection.   These documents might deal with some aspect of the social, economic, cultural, political, or philosophical nature of the landmark. If you do not know what a primary source is, please consult your instructors.  (Mr. Killian – 770 425-8111, Mrs. McConnaughey 770 427-2732)

b)  There must be a minimum of three written documents (speech, law, Supreme Court ruling, poetry, essay, play, novel, newspaper article, etc.), and at least one visual document (photo, drawing, cartoon, or video from a source other than your own.

c)  Format of each page as follows:

Heading – At the top of each page, label by number and category.  Also in the heading, indicate the date of origin of the document. 

The Document – This will be a primary source.

Source – Type the word “Source:” and copy the website link from which you obtained the primary source document.  

Significance – Compose a short (50-150 words) description of why the document is meaningful in relation to your landmark.  This is the only real thinking work involved.  Do NOT cut and paste from any source what you write here.  Doing so is about the only way you can fail this assignment short of not turning it in.  

Up load the assignment to the Primary Sources page on the course wiki site.
Point value = 50 points in each class, English and History.

COMPLETION DEADLINE FOR PRIMARY SOURCES IS AUGUST 1ST.  

An extension can be allowed with prior permission and an impressive story.
Part 3—Poetry
Spend some time looking through the book and sampling poems.  Finding poems that you like is key to this assignment (if you don’t like poetry, you might want to reconsider your schedule).   Pick five poems for your project.  Complete a handout for each poem you read APLit poetry.docx.  Except for questions 2 and 11, note form is fine; however, make sure your notes are specific (and thorough).  This assignment must be typed.  Because the form is generic, you may have a great deal to say about one question and not so much about another.  Before you begin the process go the Writer’s Almanac website: http://writersalmanac.publicradio.org/.  Search for the poem by title and listen to it being read at least twice.  Your pledge on this assignment is your word that you have completed this step.  Bring this assignment to class the first day.
Extra Credit:  Read one of the books listed below and complete the assignment.  You may email me the assignment (kate.mcconnaughey@thewalkerschool.org) or bring it the FIRST DAY of class. Typed, double-spaced . . .  you know the drill.
Tan.  The Joy Luck Club
Wharton. The Age of Innocence
Heller.  Catch-22
Gibbons.  A Virtuous Woman
Irving.  A Prayer for Owen Meany

Steinbeck. The Grapes of Wrath

Twain. Huckleberry Finn

McCullers. The Heart is a Lonely Hunter
PART I: SETTING

In a well developed paragraph, discuss the significance of the book's setting(s). If your book has multiple settings, pick one that had a significant presence in the book.  Remember that setting includes both time and place.  Incorporate at least one effective partial quotation (correctly cited) in your paragraph. 

PART II: TITLE

In a well developed paragraph, explain and discuss the significance of the book's title.   Is there a direct reference to the title in the book?  Does the title offer insight into the book as a whole?  Is there more than one way to look at the title?  
