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A STUDENT

SURVIVAL GUIDE
Three Rules

   Respect:

1) The people around you.



Learning is a cooperative experience – listen to people when they are talking, value the differing opinion encourage them to think more clearly

2) Your Environment.



This school and the things in it belong to you and those who come after you – take care of them.

3) Yourself



Be selfish regarding the opportunity to be here – make the most of your assignments by completing them well and on time – You are in charge of your own education.

INTRODUCTION – Course Philosophy

You are in charge of your own education

In that one sentence stands the approach you must begin to take in this course.  If you take a class only because you want to receive a particular grade or because you hope it will somehow get you into a particular school, you have completely misunderstood the value of your experience in school.  Formal education, the acquiring of a series of pieces of paper with fancy writing, may for some be one key to a higher income, but when approached by the student with a personal quest for understanding will always be a key to a deeper, richer life.

The constraints of formal academics as practiced in America today require that you will receive grades for this course.  The expectations of the label “AP” require that you will be given tools to prepare for the AP US History exam in the spring.  However, how you use those tools, or what you make of those grades are completely up to you.  Do the work as best as you can, prepare for each class for the sake of understanding, and the grades will take care of themselves.

I. GRADES

There is nothing magical about the distinction between 90 and 89 or 79 and 80.  These numbers are chosen arbitrarily.  If you pay attention to how assessments in this course are actually scored, you will soon learn that test grades are not actually percentages, but rough guidelines reflecting relative levels of understanding.  

It is likely these previous three sentences mean nothing to you now, but you might re-read them in about two months time and you, hopefully understand.

A. Grading Scale for Letter Grades
The school policy assigns the following Letter Grades for the corresponding percentage Averages

Average Letter Grade
100 - 90 =  A

89   - 80 =  B

79   - 70 =  C

Below 70 =  F

Because Averages rarely end in whole numbers, all fractional Averages in this course ending in .5 or higher are rounded up to the next higher whole number.  Therefore, an 89.5 becomes an "A", but an Average of 89.49999 remains a "B".

B. Source of Grades

Grades for this course will be derived from the following sources and in the approximate percentages: Minor or Daily Assignments (Quizzes, and Maps) - 25%, Class Participation  - 10%, Major Assignments (Tests and Papers) - 40%, Final Exam - 20%.  
C. The Point/Weight Grading System
Each assignment carries a particular weight.  For example, all tests count 100 points, as do essays.  Homework varies from 10-40 point grades. 

To illustrate how the Point/Weight Grading System affects your Average, we will create a simple set of assignments for the first grading period - one test and four chapter quizzes.  It is easy to understand the effect on your Average in this course of a score for a 100 point assignment.  If you score a "75" on a test, your Average is pulled strongly toward 75 percent.  For many it is at first a little harder to understand the effect of the grades with lower weights.  For example, if you score "9" on a 10 point quiz, your Average is pulled toward 90 percent (because a score of 9 is 90% of the quiz weight of 10) but one quiz has only one tenth the effect of the test. 
Let us assume you made a 9 on each of the other quizzes as well.  Your scores would be recorded as follows:

Assignment
Weight
Score
Unit Review Questions 1………30…………………25

Unit Review Questions 2………30…………………29
Unit  Test 1& 2 ..  ………….…100………………...85

Totals……………………….A)  160…………….B) 139
A) Total the Weight column.   

B) Then total the Score column. 

To calculate your Average, divide the Total Score by the Total Weight.  Total Score (139) divided by Total Weight (160) equals Average (.869 or 86.9%).  

You will be provided a syllabus with each assignment for every day of the term.  You can plan your assignments weeks in advance should you wish to do so!  On this sheet is also a place to record your scores for the tasks as you receive them.  Your syllabus will allow you to keep track of your Average, and in addition, help you verify you have completed every task assigned.   Note: The overwhelming majority of people who fail to do well in this course neglect to turn assignments in on time or neglect to complete assignments at all.

II. GENERAL CLASSROOM CONSIDERATIONS
A. Assignments
All assignments written on paper are due at the very beginning of class on the day indicated on the syllabus.  Have your work prepared to turn in (name, other identifying information, etc. already written) the second you walk into class.  If the bell rings and you do not have it ready to turn in, it is late. All assignments turned in electronically (via e-mail or blog or Turnitin.com) will be due at 8:00 AM on the day indicated on the syllabus unless stated otherwise. Any work not turned in on time is recorded as a zero.  If it is turned in later, a score will be recorded but results in a 10 point per day reduction in grade.  

The syllabus is like a calendar with each assignment given a particular day of the week.   The day of the week on which the day is listed is the day on which you walk into class with the assignment completed.

Occasionally, there are emergencies of many sorts that prevent your turning in assignments. The river flooded and carried away your car with all your homework in the back seat.  Your great aunt's mother's brother's second cousin twice removed on your father's side died.  The dog ate your homework.  The hard disk ate your homework.  The dog ate your hard disk.  Extraordinary emergencies can be dealt with on a case by case basis, but if you always assume the 10 point penalty rule applies in your case, you will never be disappointed when it does.  You are advised to think ahead.  It is easier to get an extension before a due date than after.
B. Snow Days or School Cancellations
The syllabus is pretty close to locked in so that all material may be covered by the time you take the AP exam in the spring.  Any time school is called off, all assignments are to be completed by the same time as the syllabus indicates.  For example, should the syllabus indicate a test on Friday, but school is out on Thursday, plan on taking the test when school resumes on Friday.  If an assignment is due on both Thursday and Friday, but school is called on Thursday, both will be due on Friday when school resumes.

C. Making Up Missed Assignments and Absences

All in-class assignments such as tests and quizzes missed because of an absence can be made up in Tutorial so long as you request to do so within a week.  You are responsible for making the arrangements to make up any missed work.  You are advised to complete any work within a week.  

Note that school policy requires if a student is absent to one class but attends other classes the same day, all work must be turned in and quizzes or tests must be taken the same day or the assignment counts as a “zero.”

In keeping with school policy, failure to complete a major assignment will result in the student’s receiving an average of no higher than 69%, even if the assignment would not result in the student’s failing were it recorded as a zero.  For the purposes of this class, any assignment with a value of 51 points or higher will be considered a “major assignment.”

D. Tardies

Tardies result in a reduction in Class Participation grade increasing in severity with the frequency of occurrence. Be in class prepared when the clock on the wall says the time for class is to start.  

If you arrive in class after class has started, assume you have been already turned in as absent and see your instructor after class to get a note for the office to excuse your absence into a tardy.  This is your responsibility.
E. Tutorial (3:00-3:30 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday – Longer times available by appointment and typically I am actually available past 4:00 on most days) 
Tutorial is two things.  First, it is a formal time for students to seek help from their instructors on difficult assignments/material or to make up work that can be completed in a few minutes. Second, Tutorial is a state of mind in both student and teacher that they can work together in the learning process in an informal setting.  So strongly do I wish you to do well, that I am willing to do a "Tutorial" almost any time that both of us can get together - during lunch, morning break, on the phone.  

My home phone number is (770) 425-8111.  Do not hesitate to call for help weeknights or weekends, but as there are other family members in the home, I do request you make your calls before 9:30 PM so others are not disturbed by ringing telephones.  If no one is home, leave a message so that I know you called and can make an effort to reach you.

Uses of Tutorial might include making up a quiz, going over the previous night's assignment, going over the previous class notes, helping to edit a paper assignment to improve the grade, learning some new study skills or note-taking skills, drilling some possible questions for an upcoming test or quiz, choosing a research topic, etc.  

F. E-mail

Many supplemental readings and occasional changes in due dates for assignments are emailed to class members.  School email addresses are the only ones that will be used.  Make certain your mailbox is not so full that you can receive no email, especially with attachments. Periodically clear your inbox by deleting unnecessary mail so you can get all updates and mailings for class.
G. Class Notes and Website

Success on tests in this course are heavily dependent on success in note-taking.  You are fortunate to have a tool to make your note-taking more efficient: Your Website (http://walkersocialstudies.org/psy/psych.htm) .  On the course website, you can click on the link to “Class Presentations” or go directly to:

http://www.walkersocialstudies.org/psy/psyckppt.htm
You are encouraged to download these PowerPoint presentations to your home computer and print them out.  When printing them follow these instructions:

a) From “File” Menu, choose “Print”

b) From “Print What” Menu, choose “Handouts”

c) From “Slides per Page” Menu, choose 3, 4, or 6

Always print “Handouts.” Never print “Slides” unless you wish to waste reams of paper and gallons of ink.  In addition, you probably want to print in black and white or grayscale to save your color cartridges.

If you choose to print AT THE SCHOOL LIBRARY, ALWAYS PRINT TEN OR FEWER PAGES AT A TIME (If you print three screens per page, 10 pages will be 30 slides). Always print in black and white or grayscale.  Printing more slides at a time sometimes jams the buffer on the printer and makes everyone in the library your worst enemy.   

H. Class Participation Grade
Class participation counts 10% of the total grade.  Each student starts with an 85 average.  Additions are made by the teacher for volunteering in class discussions, insightful questions, strong leadership in class discussion / seminar format, etc.  Subtractions are made for disrespectful behavior toward any class member or for tardies.  

At the risk of stifling class discussion - Do not be so enthused about enhancing your Class Participation grade by asking every single question that pops into your head, particularly those off the topic.  If most of the class time is taken up by your questions, others are getting less of the education for which they paid.  You may need to spend some time in after school tutorial, perhaps ask after the class is over, or send me an e-mail.  I delight in these out of class interactions.
III. DAILY ASSIGNMENTS AND MINOR GRADES
A. Study Assignments
On the syllabus, which denotes all of the assignments for the term and the day each is due.  Notice that these are not referred to as "reading assignments," but “study assignments.” Occasionally, you may receive an unannounced quiz on study assignments.

From time to time you may be given other reading as a handout, typically a newspaper or news magazine article. Emailed readings fall into three categories:

1. Very important articles that will be discussed in class, typically assigned to a student study group which will lead class discussion (see reference to Class Discussion / Seminar Leadership below).  The date and group will be assigned when the article is sent.

2. Somewhat important articles that may appear on upcoming test

3. 3. Articles that followup a class discussion / digression with clarifying information.

Once more a reminder – Keep up with your email. 

B. Unit review questions
On your syllabus, study assignments are designated by Modules (minichapters) in the textbook.  The day indicated is the day when you should have completed studying the Module when you come into class.  You are advised never to try to simply read the module the night before it is due. You should determine how many days you have for the module (2-4 usually), and divide the full length of the section by the number of days available.  Occasionally because of the way vacation days and No Homework days fall, two modules may be due on consecutive day.  Always look ahead on your syllabus and arrange your studying accordingly so that you do not get jammed up with too much studying  at a time.
Modules are organized into units (2-7 modules each).  On the course website is a link to a series of study questions (2-7) for each unit.  Answers to these questions, typically 80-150 words each but often requiring the drawing of illustrations.  These are due the day on which “Unit Questions” are indicated in the syllabus.
D. Class Discussion / Seminar Leadership

The class will be divided into teams of two-three students and each team will be assigned at least one supplementary reading per quarter.  Your team will lead the class in a discussion of the topic.  Your first responsibility will be to create a set of “Essential Questions” for the class to consider.  These should be e-mailed to the class at least four class days before the assignment is due.  You would be very wise A) to study the assigned reading well ahead of the due date and B) to consult Mr. Killian in Tutorial a couple of days before you send out your e-mail (Actually, if you do not consult with me, I will assume you are not prepared and will not call on you to do your shtick – This is not good for you).  Your second responsibility will be to know the answers to the questions you devise. Finally, you will lead the class in a discussion, attempting to solicit from your classmates analytically sophisticated answers to the questions you pose.

In keeping with the class philosophy that you are in charge of your own education and that knowledge and insight has value beyond arbitrary and external rewards, you will not receive a discrete grade for this assignment. 

IV. MAJOR GRADES
A. Semester Projects
Each Semester there will be one major grade connected to a project.  The first semester project will be research or “literature review” on a topic in Psychology.  This project will be in reference to the topic of one module to be assigned for the second semester. However, for the first semester, the result will be a paper completed with the assistance of your study group partner.  During the second semester, you and your partner will do a presentation on that module for class including the use of a PowerPoint, a pertinent activity for the class, and a module review practice quiz. Detailed information will be provided at a later time.
A second semester project will be done the second semester, this time as an individual student rather than as a partner in a study group.  Information on this Personal Developmental Review will be completed in conjunction with the unit on Human Development.  Detailed information will be provided later
B. Tests & Exams 

Tests will be in the form of the AP Exam as follows.

•
MULTIPLE CHOICE – No explanation needed other than this:  Social Science multiple choice questions are notoriously mind bending.  Do not freak out if your scores on this section seem excruciatingly horrible in comparison to multiple choice tests you have had in the past.  ETS (and your instructor) has (have) a way of massaging the results in a way that will be more agreeable than raw data may first appear.
•
FREE RESPONSE – These are not essays in the sense of that which you have done for AP History classes.  Instead, they will be short discussions in which you will answer fairly specific questions about the field of Psychology.  Each component of the question you successfully address grants you a point value.  One of the keys to success on these questions is the obvious, know the material. Also crucial is the instruction: follow the directions precisely to make sure you address every issue or idea or concept involved.  Many people lose easy points when they leave out a step.
Regular unit tests will be like AP exams but shorter. The Fall Semester exam will be modeled as close as possible to an actual AP exam so as to give you a flavor for what that experience will be like.
