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History Honor Society Speech


Four Score and Seven Years Ago a society was formed…a history honor society. Some of you may wonder, what do the members of this society actually talk about? Well, as you might already know it’s a combination of social science and history. History to many of us is just a bunch of dates; a list of facts and names that we must memorize to get an A on a test or make us sound smart. I mean who doesn’t sound smart when they bring up the exact date and time of the fall of the Roman Empire. Although many of us bring up history events in our everyday conversation, the subject actually plays a major role in all of our lives. As many of you have probably already heard, one reason we tend to study history is because it seems to repeat itself. Or as a famous historian named Kirby Spivey once put it, “History doesn’t repeat itself, it just seems to rhyme.” If history does, in fact, rhyme, we are in luck. Not only can we predict what will happen next in a situation, but we can also prevent something from happening. Let’s face it; there are some events in history we would never want to relive. And luckily, because we study history and are expert historians, we wouldn’t have to. With our knowledge of the past, we can improve the present and the future. We can look at the past and relate it to our everyday lives. Believe it or not, you are all a part of history at every moment of your lives. It continuously occurs and happens. Take for instance the upcoming elections. You could all be a part of a very historical moment in election history this November. Whether you will be able to vote or not, just by watching you’ll be one of millions who are watching history take place. Many of you might have already witnessed this at the Olympics this August- I k now have. And many of you are changing history just sitting in your seats where you are right now- history at Walker that is. With all the new changes in the Upper School, it almost seems like a new phase. With the past 50 years behind us, we are all ready to make new history in the school. You have all started with the new dress code and will hopefully continue to succeed with many new clubs, organizations, and traditions. Although this type of history differs from the one you learn about it class, they both have a similar effects on our lives. Whether we’re learning about past incidents in history or transforming it ourselves, it is always an occurring subject in our lives. So, if you find history boring at school, which I know many of you don’t, just try and focus on the history forming around you. Try reading about the war in Iraq as opposed to WWI- that is of course if you don’t have a test on WWI the next day. So, even though history is only required until you’re a senior at Walker, it will ultimately be around you the rest of your life. So fasten your seat belts, its history time.
