Curriculum Outline for AP US Government and Politics
Below is an outline of the major content areas covered by the AP Exam in U.S. Government and Politics. The multiple-choice portion of the exam is devoted to each content area in the approximate percentages indicated. The free-response portion of the exam will test students in some combination of the six major categories outlined below. The outline is a guide and is by no means an exhaustive list of topics or the preferred order of topics.

On the following pages are specific concepts and terms you need to be able to address these topics areas given roughly in order during the course and in the outline below.

Content Area (multiple-choice section)

I. Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government 5—15%

A. Considerations that influenced the formulation and

adoption of the Constitution

B. Separation of powers

C. Federalism

D. Theories of democratic government
II. Political Beliefs and Behaviors 10—20%

A. Beliefs that citizens hold about their government and its leaders

B. Processes by which citizens learn about politics

C. The nature, sources, and consequences of public opinion

D. The ways in which citizens vote and otherwise participate in political life

E. Factors that influence citizens to differ from one another in terms of political beliefs and behaviors

III. Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media 10—20%

A. Political parties and elections

1. Functions

2. Organization

3. Development

4. Effects on the political process

5 Electoral laws and systems

B. Interest groups, including political action committees (PACs)

1. The range of interests represented

2. The activities of interest groups

3. The effects of interest groups on the political process

4. The unique characteristics and roles of PACs in the political process

C. The mass media

1. The functions and structures of the media

2. The impacts of media on politics




IV Institutions of National Government: The Congress, the Presidency, the Bureaucracy, and the Federal Courts 35—45%

A. The major formal and informal institutional arrangements of power

B. Relationships among these four institutions and varying balances of power

C. Linkages between institutions and the following:

1. Public opinion and voters

2. Interest groups

3. Political parties

4. The media

5. Subnational governments

V. Public Policy 5—15%

A. Policymaking in a federal system

B. The formation of policy agendas

C. The role of institutions in the enactment of policy

D. The role of the bureaucracy and the courts in policy implementation and interpretation

E. Linkages between policy processes and the following:

1. Political institutions and federalism

2. Political parties

3. Interest groups

4. Public opinion

5. Elections

6. Policy networks

VI. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 5—15%

A. The development of civil liberties and civil rights by judicial interpretation

B. Knowledge of substantive rights and liberties

C. The impact of the Fourteenth Amendment on the constitutional development of rights and liberties

MAJOR CONCEPTS IN US GOVERNMENT COURSE – THE WALKER SCHOOL
Introduction:

Government

Politics

Polity

Public policy

(public) policy agenda

Anarchy

Monarchy (constitutional, absolute)

Dictatorship

Oligarchy (hegemony)

Junta

Authoritarian government

Totalitarian government

Aristocracy

Theocracy

Republic

Democracy

Indirect (or representative) democracy

Direct democracy

Democratic centralism

Parliamentary democracy

Presidential democracy

Theory

Empirical

Normative

Model

Mass participation

Power elite

Pluralism

Hyperpluralism

Entreprenurial politics

Client politics

Interest group politics

Majoritarian politics

Sovereignty

Power

Authority

Legitimacy

Articles of Confederation

Constitution

Federalist Papers

Constitutionalism

Fear of majority rule

Republicanism

Separation of powers

Federalism

Checks/balances

Popular sovereignty

Judicial review

Bicameral

Great Compromise

Impeachment

Quorum

Veto

Naturalization

Necessary and proper clause
Habeas corpus

Bill of attainder

Ex post facto law

Pardon

Extradition

Federalism and state gov't:
Unitary

Confederation

Federalism

Delegated powers

Reserved powers

Implied powers

States rights

Nullification

Dual federalism

Cooperative federalism

Mandates

Conditions of aid

Jacksonian democracy

Progressivism

Home rule

Initiative

Referendum

Recall

Census

Apportionment

Redistricting

Gerrymander

Full faith and credit clause
Metropolitan government

Political parties:
Strict construction

Loose construction

Platform

Plank

Caucus

National convention

National chairman

National committee

(simple) majority 

Plurality

Third party

Straight ticket voting

Split ticket voting

Party identification

Ideology

Political socialization

Political machine

Party boss 

Solidary incentives

Political efficacy

Personal following

Plurality

Nomination

Party activist

Political Participation/Interest Groups:
Opinion polls

Reliability

Validity

Sample size

Margin of error

Registration

Demographic profile of typical voter

Party caucus (for choosing delegates)

Primary election

General election

Coattail effect

Midterm election effect

Critical elections 

     (or realigning elections)

Favorite son

Literacy test

Poll taxes

Grandfather clause

Suffrage

Franchise

Spectrum of public opinion

Reactionary

Conservative

Moderate

Liberal

Radical

Interest groups 

Lobby

Political action committee

Campaign finance reform laws

Activist

Free rider (problem)

Olsen's law of large groups

Three keys to influence

Iron Triangle (also important for Legislative and Executive branch Units)

Conflict of interest

Conservative and liberal forces in news  
media 

Types of news media

Sound bites

Legislative branch:
Parliamentary legislature

Presidential legislature

Head of state

Head of government

Prime minister (chancellor, premier)

Forming a government

Question time

Party discipline

No confidence vote

Call for new elections

District representation

Proportional representation

Combined representation

Coalition government

Legislation

Legislative oversight(administrative 
oversight)

Major committees

Subcommittee

Government Accountability Office

Ombudsman (constituent service, 
casework)

Constituent

Confirmation

Senatorial courtesy

Bill

Speaker of the House

Majority leader

Minority leader

Party whip

President pro tempore

Filibuster

Cloture

Rules committee

(legislative) caucus

Conference committee

Joint committee

Select committee

Standing committee

Ranking member

Party-line vote

Congressional Record

Discharge petition

Franking privilege

Hearing

Incumbent

Veto

Veto override

Line item veto

Pocket veto

Lame duck

Pork barrel legislation

Logrolling

Rider 

Christmas tree

Roll-call vote

Voice vote

Teller vote

Seniority

War-Powers Act
Executive Branch:
Presidential elector

President

Vice-president

Order of presidential succession

Incapacity letter

Cabinet

Rule of propinquity

Bureaucracy

Appointments secretary

Correspondence secretary

Press secretary

White House Counsel

Chief of Staff

National Security Council

Joint Chiefs of Staff

Council of Economic Advisors

Office of Management and Budget

Department

"Independent " agency

Independent regulatory agency

Government corporation

Patronage

Merit system

Civil service

Schedule C position

Pendleton Act

Whistleblower's Protection Act

Commander in chief

Pardon

Reprieve

Commutation

Executive agreement

Treaty

Treaty approval

Impoundment

Jawboning

Important economic info:
Budget

Revenue

Tax

Progressive tax

Regressive tax

Proportional tax

Bonds

Budget surplus

Budget deficit 

Deficit spending

National Debt

Block grants

Grant-in-aid (categorical grant)

Revenue sharing

Authorization

Appropriation

(interstate) commerce clause
NAFTA
GATT

Judicial Branch / Civil Rights:
Common law

Treaty law

Admiralty and maritime law

Equity law

Civil law

Criminal law

Administrative law

Statutory law

Constitutional law

Stare decisis
Precedent

Acquittal

Affirmative action

Constitutional amendment

Proposal 

Ratification

Original jurisdiction

Appellate jurisdiction

Neutral arena

Passive court

Judicial activism

Judicial self-restraint

Judicial review

Standing

Prosecution

Plaintiff

Defendant

Litigant

Class action suit

Writ of mandamus

Injunction

Brief

Writ of certiorari
Amicus curiae
Rule of four

"hot potato" case

Per curiam decision

Oral arguments

Majority opinion

Concurring opinion

Dissenting opinion

District Court

District Court of Appeals

Court of Claims

Sovereign immunity

Customs court

Court martial

Court Of Military Appeals

State Court Of Last Resort

Civil right

Civil liberty

Establishment clause

Free exercise clause
Obscenity

Clear and present danger test

Sedition

Libel / slander

Symbolic speech

Parody / satire

Prior restraint

Censorship

Preferred-position doctrine

"a well regulated militia"

Warrant

"unreasonable" search and seizure

Probable cause

Indictment

Grand jury

Pettit jury

Double jeopardy

(Self) incrimination

Due process

Eminent domain

Habeas corpus
Subpoena

Bail

Cruel and unusual punishment
Due Process Clause

Equal protection clause

De facto segregation

De jure segregation

Jim Crow laws

Separate but equal doctrine
Incorporation (also “selective incorporation”)
SOME Important Supreme Court Cases:
Hylton v. United States (1796)

* Marbury v. Madison (1803)

Fletcher v. Peck (1810)
Chicago & Grand Trunk RR. Co. v. Wellman (1892) 

*United States v. Richard Nixon (1974)

*McCulloch v. Maryland (1819)

Gibbons v. Ogden (1824)
Schecter Poultry  v. United States (1935)

N.L.R.B. v. Jones & Laughlin Steel Co (1937)


United States v. Lopez (1995)

Barron v. Baltimore (1833)

*Gitlow v. New York (1925

*Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)
*Brown v. Board of Education (1954)

Brown v. Board of Education (1955)

*Board of Regents of the University of California v. Bakke (1978)


*Shaw v. Reno (1993) 



Adarand Contractors, Inc. v Pena (1995)
*Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)

*Miranda v. Arizona (1966)

Furman v. Georgia (1972)

Gregg v, Georgia (1976)

Schenck v. US (1919)

Dennis v. US (1951)

*Brandenburg v. Ohio (1969) 



Tinker v. Des Moines (1965) 


Collin v. Smith (1978)




*Texas v. Johnson (1989)

*Buckley v. Valeo (1976) 

Reno v. American Civil Liberties Union (1997) 


W. Va. Board of Education v. Barnette (1942) 

*Engel v. Vitale (1962)
US v Miller (1939)
*Griswold v. Connecticut(1967)

*Roe v. Wade (1973)

*Webster v. Reproductive Health Services 
(1991)

Great summaries of  SC cases:

http://www.oyez.org/oyez/frontpage
Type in name of case in “search”
Skillful writing of Bullet Question Essays
Bullet Question essays are not necessarily written as bullet points, but can be written as normal essays.  The reference to “bullet” means they are scored on the basis of particular concepts and tasks addressed in the question or “prompt.”  Keys to success are as follows:

1) Good preparation for the test.  Study for an essay the same way you would study for an objective test – with an eye to remembering details.  Providing specific information is always understood to be a key to answering essay questions well.
2) Follow the prompts precisely.  Make certain each item or bullet point requested of you is addressed.
3) Elaborate.  In following the bullet item prompts, you are often expected to go beyond the simplest or minimal response to the prompt.  Always take the prompt beyond the surface of the question. Students should marshal evidence to document and support their statements and make use of concrete examples to demonstrate the main points of their arguments. They should explicitly define important terms and use the clearest, most direct terms possible. A direct, clear answer is likely to earn more points than a vague, rambling, ambiguous response.
4) Understand the Instructions and the Action Verbs

Students may be asked to list, discuss, describe, explain, analyze, etc.; these are not all identical tasks. Also, the question may call for more than one task, such as both to identify and explain. Students should understand that some tasks are more complex than others. For example, composing a list may not even require a complete sentence, but students may need to write several paragraphs for a satisfactory discussion, including well-developed examples as support, in order to adequately explain some phenomenon. Here are some of the most common action words used in past free-response questions: 

· List/Identify: Listing or identifying is a task that requires no more than a simple enumeration of some factors or characteristics. A list does not require any causal explanations. For example, a student might be asked to list or identify three characteristics Presidents consider when making appointments. Such a list, which could be bulleted or numbered, and might include party, race, gender, etc. 

· Define: A definition requires a student to provide a meaning for a word or concept. Examples may help to demonstrate understanding of the definition. Students may be instructed to note the term's significance as part of the definition. 

· Describe: A description involves providing a depiction or portrayal of a phenomenon or its most significant characteristics. Descriptions most often address "what" questions. For example, if students are asked to describe reasons for the decline in voter turnout, in the description they must do more than simply list facts ¿- they must actually describe the reasons. For example, students may explain that the expansion of suffrage led to decline in overall voter turnout because once voting was made available to more individuals, the overall percentage of those voting declined. 

· Discuss: Discussions generally require that students explore relationships between different concepts or phenomena. Identifying, describing, and explaining could be required tasks involved in writing a satisfactory discussion. 

· Explain: An explanation involves the exploration of possible causal relationships. When providing explanations, students should identify and discuss logical connections or causal patterns that exist between or among various political phenomena. 

· Compare/Contrast: This task requires students to make specific links between two or more concepts or phenomena. They should understand that it is important to note similarities AND differences between the concepts or phenomena under consideration.

· Evaluate/Assess: An evaluation or assessment involves considering how well something meets a certain standard, and as such generally requires a thesis. It is important to identify the criteria used in the evaluation. If no criteria are explicitly given in the question, students should take care to clearly identify the ones that they choose to employ. Specific examples may be applied to the criteria to support the student's thesis. Evaluation or assessment requires explicit connections between the thesis or argument and the supporting evidence. 

· Analyze: This task usually requires separating a phenomenon into its component parts or characteristics as a way of understanding the whole. An analysis should yield explicit conclusions that are explained or supported by specific evidence and/or well-reasoned arguments.

