Free Response Short Answer Questions for Government in America

AP and Regular Sections 
By Edwards, et al

Directions:  Answer the questions from each chapter in paragraph form (typically around 100-150 words per numbered answer), due on the last day each chapter is assigned.  Write the question on your paper before you answer each question.  Write also the numbers and the letters associated with each question. For more specifics see the Survival Guide.

All students answer questions in Green ink.  AP students answer questions in MAROON. Questions in Black  are useful for preparing for future tests, especially for the AP Exam, but they may not show up in exactly this form when you see them next.  Note that some numbered items have more than one question in them.  Do not answer those questions in green.  Do answer questions that are either black or maroon.
Chapter 1 INTRODUCING GOVERNMENT IN AMERICA 

1. a. Define government and identify the types of functions that governments perform. 
b. What is the role of politics in government? 
2. a. What are the principal choices that governments face when confronting policy problems? 
b. Illustrate your answer with an example of a policy that poses tough choices. 
c. Why is it that government makes policy even when it chooses to do nothing? 

3. a. What are the principle components of the political system? 
b. Explain how a political issue travels through the political system by using an example. 
4. a. What is the definition of democracy? 
b. What are the basic principles of traditional democratic theory?  
c. What problems might emerge when the theory is put into practice? 
5. a. Compare, contrast, and critically evaluate the three theories of American democracy: pluralist theory, elite and class theory , and hyperpluralism. 
6. a. Summarize some of the major challenges facing American democracy today. 
b. Briefly state your opinion as to how serious these challenges are and how they might be met. 
7. a. In what ways might it be said that American government is "big"? 
b. How does the scope of the American government compare to other Western democracies? 
c. How do liberals and conservatives differ in their opinion of the scope of government? 

Chapter 2  THE CONSTITUTION 
1. a. What are the historical origins of the American national government? 
b. What is the English heritage? 
c. How was the Declaration of Independence shaped by the philosophy of John Locke? 
2. a. What philosophical views were shared by the delegates to the Constitutional Convention? 
b. How did they influence the nature of the Constitution? 

3. a. How did the colonial experience shape the policy agenda at the Constitutional Convention? 
b. What issues comprised the agenda, and how were they resolved? 
4. a. What is the Madisonian model of government? 
b. How is it reflected in the structure and policymaking of American government? 
c. What issues or problems does it raise? 

 5. a. Explain the process by which the Constitution was ratified. 
b. What were the major arguments raised against its ratification?   
c. How were some of these concerns resolved? 

6. a. What are the formal and informal processes by which the Constitution changed? 
b. Include discussion of the formal amendment process and the unwrItten constitution in your answer . 
7. a. In what ways was the original Constitution democratic and in what ways undemocratic? 
b. How has the Constitution become democratized throughout American History?

Chapter 3 FEDERALISM 

1. a. Define federalism. 
b. How is federalism different from unitary governments and confederations? 
c. Why is federalism important to understanding American government? 
2. a. What does the Constitution have to say about national versus state power'? 
b. How was the supremacy of the national government established in the American federal system? 

3. Explain the obligations that states have to each other. Give examples to illustrate your answer . 

4. a. Why does cooperative federalism, as compared to dual federalism, best describe the American federal system today? 
b. Why is fiscal federalism important to intergovernmental relations? 
5. a. Compare and contrast the different types of federal aid and grants given to states and cities. 
b. What is the nature of the competition for federal grants? 
c. Under what conditions might states not want to receive federal aid? 
6. a. What are the advantages and disadvantages of federalism for democracy? Give examples to illustrate your answer. 

7. How and why has federalism contributed to the growth of the national government? 
8. a. Evaluate federalism as a way of organizing government in America. 
b. Could the American system have been a unitary system? 

Chapter 4 CIVIL LIBERTIES AND PUBLIC POLICY 

1. a. What is the relationship between the national government and the states in the protection of civil liberties? 
b. How was the issue of protecting civil liberties at the state level resolved? 

2. a. What would a literal interpretation of the First Amendment mean for the protection of civil liberties? 
b. What factors tend to prevent such a literal interpretation? Give examples to illustrate your answer. 
3. a. Compare the First Amendment freedoms in terms of the restrictions placed on their application. 
b. Do you agree with these restrictions? Support your position with examples of actual or hypothetical cases. 

4. a. What role has religion played in American politics? 
b. How has religious freedom been interpreted in the United States? 

5. a. Identify the various types of speech. 
b. Categorize the different types of speech according to the extent to which they are protected by the' Constitution. 
c. Give examples of court cases that have helped to establish these protections. 

6. a. What are the constitutional protections of persons accused of crimes, and where are they found? 
b.. How has the Supreme Court interpreted and shaped these protections? 

7. a. What is meant by the "right to privacy"? 
b. Explain the controversies that have arisen over the right to privacy. 

8. How do civil liberties affect the nature of democracy and the scope of government in the United States? 

Chapter 5 CIVIL RIGHTS AND PUBLIC POLICY 

1. a. How would you define the term "equality"? 
b. What does the U.S. Constitution say about equality? 

2. a. What have been the different eras in the struggle for racial equality? 
b. What public policy achievements were made in each era? 
3. a. Explain how the right to vote has been extended in the United States to include both African Americans and women. 
b. How was the struggle for suffrage among these two groups similar and different? 

4. a. Explain the nature of the feminist movement in the United States. 
b. What policies have resulted from the struggle for equal rights for women? 
c. Explain the controversy over the issue of comparable worth. 
5. a. Who are the new groups under the civil rights umbrella and what issues are they concerned about?

b. What equality issues might arise in the near future? 

6. a. What is meant by affirmative action? 
b. How has the Supreme Court dealt with the issue of affirmative action? 
7. How do civil rights affect the nature of democracy and the scope of government in the United States? 


Chapter 6  PUBLIC OPINION AND POLITICAL ACTION 

 1. a. What is demography?. 
b. Why is it important to understanding political changes? 
c. What demographic changes have occurred in the United State and what are their political and public policy consequences? 

2. a. What is political socialization? 
b. What is the difference between formal and informal learning? 
c. Which do you think is most important and why? Give examples to support your answer . 

3. a. Explain how public opinion is measured. 
b. What scientific techniques are used to measure public opinion? 
c. What are the arguments against public opinion polling? 
4. a. Contrast the views of Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton on the political sophistication of the American electorate. Be sure to include a discussion of political information and ideology in your answer. 
b. Based on the available evidence, defend one view over the other.  
5. a. To what extent is ideology important in the United States? 
b. Explain the main differences between liberals and conservatives. 
c. What are the public's attitudes on the scope of government? 

6. a. What are some of the ways in which people participate in politics? 
b. Compare conventional and unconventional participation. How do they affect policy in different ways? 

7. a. Why is participation in America unequal? 
b. What are the political and policy implications of unequal participation? 
Chapter 7 The Mass Media and the Political Agenda

1. Using examples from presidential politics, explain why image and the use of the media are so important in the American Political system?

2. Explain the historical development of the print and the broadcast media in the United States. Use examples to illustrate your answer.
3. a. How does television define what is newsworthy?  
b. Explain where the television finds its news stories and how they are presented to the American Public.

4. a. Describe how the media shape public opinion.  
b. What are the consequences of the media’s influence on public opinion?

5. a. What is the policy agenda?  
b. Who are the policy entrepreneurs and how do they use the media to get their issues on the policy agenda?
6. a. Explain how the news media affect the scope of government and American individualism.  
b. How has it helped and hindered growth of democracy in the United States?

Chapter 8 POLITICAL PARTIES 

1. a. What is the meaning of a political party? 
b. What functions do parties in America perform? 
c. How well do you think they perform them, especially in comparison to other linkage institutions? 

2. a. What is the Downsian model of party government? 
b. What are its limitations as a normative model for the American party system? 
3. How has party identification changed over the years and what affect has it had on elections? 

4. a. Describe the organization of the American political parties. 
b. How do party politics at the local' state, and national levels differ? 
c. Which level is most important and why? 

5. a. How did the American two-party system evolve? 
b. How were coalitions important to this evolution? Include in your answer a discussion of party eras and critical elections. 

6. a. What changes and reforms have altered the two major parties? 
b. How have they affected the electoral success of the parties? 
7. a. What are the political and policy consequences of having a two-party system? 
b. How have third parties made a difference? 

8. What is the responsible party model and what are its consequences for democracy? 
9. a. In what ways have the American political parties declined? 
b. What are the principal rivals of the political parties? 
c. Speculate on the future of political parties in America. 

10. a. What Characteristics define the major differences between Republicans and Democrats?

b. In what areas have they switched their positions from time to time?
Chapter 9 NOMINATIONS AND CAMPAIGNS 

1. a. How is a candidate nominated for the presidency? 
b. What functions do national party conventions perform? 
c. What criticisms have been raised about the nomination process? 
d. Is it a representative process? 

2. a. Explain and evaluate the role of technology in political campaigns. How has technology changed the nature of campaigns? 
b. Has technology enhanced or diminished the democratic process in regard to campaigns? 

3. a. What are the elements of a "successful political campaign? 
b. What impacts do campaigns have on voters and what factors tend to weaken the impact of campaigns on voters? 
4. a. What is the role of money in campaigns? 
b. What campaign finance reforms have been adopted? 
c. What effects have they had positive and negative? 

5. a. What are the positive and negative features of Political Action Committees? 
b. How might they affect politicians and policy-making? 
6. a. How do campaign images and issues conflict--or do they? 
b. What is the role of the media in shaping both? 

7. How do campaigns affect democracy and the size of government? 

Chapter 10 ELECTIONS AND VOTING BEHAVIOR 

1. a. What are the functions of elections in American society? 
b. What are some of the electoral features that are unique to the United States? 

2. a. How has the American electoral system evolved? 
b. How did the election of 1996 contrast with elections of the past, particularly the elections of 1800 and 1896? 

3. a. What is the electoral paradox of more suffrage and less participation? 
b. Why would we expect people to vote more today and why do they not do so? 
c. How does the voter registration system affect the decision to vote? 

4. a. What factors determine why people choose to vote? 
b. What groups are most likely to vote and what groups are least likely to vote? 
c. What are the implications of these differences in electoral participation? 
5. a. Why do people vote the way they do? 
b. Which reason do you believe is most important and why? 
6. a. What is the electoral college and how does it work? 
b. What biases in the electoral process does it introduce? 
c. Should the system be preserved or abolished? 

7. a. How do elections affect democracy, public policy, and the scope of government? 
Chapter 11 INTEREST GROUPS 

1. a. What are interest groups? 
b. How do groups differ from political parties? 

2. a. Compare and contrast the pluralist, elite, and hyperpluralist theories of interest groups. 
b. In your opinion which theory best describes reality and why? 

3. a. What is the difference between a potential group and an actual group? 
b. Why is this difference important to understanding the free-rider problem? Be sure to include a discussion of collective goods in your answer.

4. a. Explain Olson's law of large groups. 
b. Why are small groups generally more effective than large groups?
5. a. How do intensity and financial resources affect interest group success? 
b. What are single-issue groups and how effective have they been in American politics? 
6. a. What are the principal strategies that groups use to affect policy-making? 
b. Which strategy seems to be the most effective, and why? 
c. Which strategies are better suited for which different types of interest groups?  
7. a. What impact do political action committees have on interest group behavior? 
b. Evaluate the role of political action committees. 
8. a. Identify the different types of interest groups? 
b. What are their primary goals, what strategies do they use, and how successful have they been? 
9. How do interest groups affect democracy and the scope of government in the United States? 

Chapter 12 CONGRESS 

1. a. What is the congressperson' s job like? 
b. What are the demographic characteristics of members of Congress? 
2. a. What is the effect of incumbency in congressional elections? 
b. What other factors are associated with congressional electoral success? 

3. a. What is the role of money in congressional campaigns? 
b. Assess the influence of interest groups and Political Action Committees (PACs) on members of Congress. 

4. a. How do the House of Representatives and the Senate differ? 
b. How does the structure of leadership differ between the two? 
5. a. Describe the committee system in Congress. 
b. What are the different roles of committees in the legislative process? 

6. a. How does a bill become a law? 
b. What factors influence the legislative process and how does their influence differ? 
7. a. Is Congress representative in its membership and its policy-making role? 
b. What structures and reforms have affected its representation function? 

Chapter 13 THE PRESIDENCY 

1. a. What are the characteristics of American presidents? 
b. How do presidents and vice presidents get into office? 

2.  What are the formal constitutional powers of the presidency and how have these powers expanded over the years? 
3. a. How is the presidency organized? 
b. On whom does the president depend for advice about governmental and policy matters? 
4. a. Explain the factors that affect presidential leadership of Congress. 
b. Why are some presidents more effective leaders than others? 

5. a. What roles does the president play as leader of national security policy? 
b. How do these roles conflict with the role of Congress in the area of national security? 

6. a. What factors affect presidential popularity and approval? 
b. How is popularity related to power and to policy-making? 

7. Why is the press so important to the president? Use  examples of the relationship between the press and the presidency to illustrate. 
8. a. How does the contemporary presidency differ from that envisioned by the Founders? 
b. Take a position on whether or not the president has become too powerful, and how this might effect democracy and the scope of government. 
Chapter 14 THE CONGRESS, THE PRESIDENT , AND THE BUDGET: THE POLITICS OF TAXING AND SPENDING 

 1. a. Why is government so big? 
b. What are the political implications of big government, and who benefits from it? 

2. a. What are the principal sources of revenue for the federal government? 
b. What public policy problems or issues do taxation and government borrowing raise? 

3. a. What are the principal categories of government expenditures? 
b. What are the reasons for the increasing expenditures for social security? 
4. a. What is incrementalism? 
b. How do uncontrollable expenditures contribute to incremental budget-making? 
5. a. Who are the players in budgetary politics? B. What stake do they have in the budget process, and what roles do they play? 
6. a. Compare the role of the president and the role of Congress in the budgetary process. 
b. Where does their authority in the process come from? 

7. a. Explain how the budgetary process has been reformed. 
b. How successful have the reforms been? 
c. Why is it so difficult to reform the budgetary process? 

8. a. How does the budgetary process affect democracy and the scope of government? 
b. How have budgetary reforms affected the scope of government and the democratic process? 
Chapter 15 FEDERAL BUREAUCRACY 

1. a. How does one become a bureaucrat? 
b. What myths surround the bureaucracy in the United States? 

2. a. Compare and contrast the different theories of bureaucracy. 
b. Which one do you believe best reflects reality? 

3. a. How is the United States bureaucracy organized? 
b. What policy-making roles do the different federal executive agencies play? 
4. a. What is policy implementation and what are its main features? 
b. What factors facilitate and what factors hinder successful implementation of a public policy? Use specific examples of implementation to illustrate your points. 
5. a. What is needed for an agency to perform its regulatory role? 
b. What are the pros and cons of deregulation? 

6. a. How does politics permeate bureaucracies? 
b. What factors make it difficult to control bureaucracies? 
c. What methods are available to the president and Congress to control bureaucracies? 

7. a. What is the role of bureaucracies in the federal system? 
b. What are the pros and cons of a large bureaucracy? 


Chapter 16 THE FEDERAL COURTS 

1. a. How do the courts work? 
b. Who are the key participants in the American judicial system and what do they do? 

2. a. Explain the structure of the American judicial system. 
b. What are the differences between the federal district courts, courts of appeal, and the Supreme Court? 
3. a. What is the process by which members of the Supreme Court are chosen? 
b. How does the appointment process for other federal courts differ? 
4. a. What are the typical characteristics of American judges and justices? 
b. How do their background and personal characteristics affect their judicial behavior? 

5. a. How do courts shape public policy in their decisions and in the opinions by judges used to justify decisions? 
b. What effect have the courts had on the policy agenda? Use historical examples in your answer . 

6. a. How do court decisions become public policy? 
b. What is involved in judicial implementation? Use examples to illustrate the potential problems of implementing court decisions. 
7. a. What is the role of courts in a democracy? 
b. What are the major criticisms of the court system in the United States today? 
b. In what ways might the courts be considered too strong or weak? 

Chapter 17 ECONOMIC POLICY MAKING 

1. a. How are politics and economics related? 
b. Why do politicians and policymakers try to control the economy?
2. a. What are the principle instruments available to policymakers for controlling the economy? 
b. Compare monetarism, Keynesian economic theory, and supply-side economics.

3. What obstacles does the government face in attempting to control the economy?

4. a. What policies has government used to try to control American business? 
b. Has the government been successful?

5. a. When and why did the consumer movement emerge? 
b. What are some of the major developments in consumer policy?
6. a. How has government policy toward labor changed in the last century? 
b. What public policies have emerged to protect workers?
7. How closely does economic policy-making in the United States conform to democratic theory?

Chapter 18 SOCIAL WELFARE POLICY MAKING 

1. a. Explain the nature of the distribution of income and wealth in the United States. 
b. What are the characteristics of poverty and poor people in the United States’?

2. How does public policy affect the distribution of income in the United States?

3. a. What are the different types of social welfare programs in the United States
b. How do they compare to social welfare programs in other countries?
4. a. How have social welfare programs evolved in the United States? 
b. In particular compare the New Deal legislation with the Great Society legislation.
5. a. What are the major problems facing social welfare programs today? (Do not include Social Security)

b. Speculate on the future of social welfare in the United States.
6. a. Describe the debate concerning the causes of poverty and whether social welfare policies really work. 
b. Take sides on the debate and defend your position.
7. a. What are the problems associated with the Social Security System?

b. What possible approaches are there to address these issues?
c. Every problem has a solution, but all solutions create problems – What are the problems that will be created by each of the current solutions to the Social Security issue?

