NEWS ANALYSIS OUTLINE

Everyone will have the opportunity to present a news story to the rest of class each term.  You will on those days teach the class.  Here are the following things you need to do.

INTRODUCTION: Summarize the facts in the story including:

1) identifying the major individuals, companies, countries, etc.

2) the relationships between these entities.

3) the background of the story, the information the writer assumes the reader knows but which many in the class may not. 
ANALYSIS: Explain why the event is happening. These 6 components make up the crucial part of your work

1) Utilize your vocabulary from class in reference to the story. Know how to use the words you have learned correctly.  For example, when speaking of a foreign country, make sure you describe its political structure (e.g., Parliamentary democracy, authoritarian dictatorship, etc.).  When talking about a Supreme court decision, make certain you know the specific legal terms and processes (habeas corpus, writ of certiorare,”equal protection clause”, etc.). 

2) Utilize analysis skill from class. For example in reference to a story from Capitol Hill about some proposed legislation, you would be remiss if you did not analyze the action in terms of whether it involved majoritarian, client, interest-group, or entreprenurial politics (see Poli-Sci/Government text and notes).  Analyzing a story on the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade?  A reference to protectionism, free trade, neo-mercantilism, comparative advantage, and absolute advantage, etc. (see Econ text) would be expected.  A story about a dispute between Major League baseball players and owners would almost certainly necessitate a reference to monopoly and marginal cost = marginal revenue (see Econ text).

3) Complete a marginal analysis of the story. In other words, explain who has what to gain from a change in the status quo, who has what to lose, what would be the costs and the benefits of any decisions that will be made.  Examine how money is involved in a story.   

4) In the course of your analysis, indicate the overall importance of the story (Is it news or contemporary history? How does it apply to or affect us?)  

5) Identify bias in the story.  All information you receive is "filtered" by the medium through which you receive it and all information the reporter receives is "filtered" through the sources the reporter uses.  Is there bias in the writer and if so how is it manifested?  Do the characters in the story provide information to the reporter and if so, how might they have axes to grind?  (Perhaps you are doing a story on a prominent politician in which he/she may be described by colleagues.  What benefit does the source reap in describing the subject of the article in that way?) See # 2 above: Who has what to gain?

6) Based on background and on the information in the story itself, project outcomes.  What is likely to happen?

For the simplest articles, the minimum time is probably 5 minutes.  Word of caution: sometimes the most complex articles are the ones which are shortest, so do not assume a story is complex because it is long, and vice versa. Virtually everyone will need at least some assistance from me in preparing.  Do not fail to see me soon after you receive your assignment.  You will make a much higher grade if you see me ahead of time.
For this assignment, the grading criteria are a bit complicated.  They include four basic areas of assessment described below.  The next page has a copy of the score sheet your instructor uses to determine the actual grade.:

Information 
Do you present the material to the class that is necessary for them to understand your analysis.  This includes information and vocabulary from the article as well as vocabulary and background from previous work (previous terms or previous weeks this term)

Synthesis
Make certain the information and analysis is put in an order that the students can understand (Biggest problem:  The order in which information is presented in the magazine or newspaper stories may be comprehensible in writing, but is often devastatingly confused for oral presentation.  It is almost always a major mistake to use the format of the article as an outline for your oral presentation).  Make certain you combine your information and analysis in a way that makes sense.  Apply your article to past information.

Analysis
See information from above on how to analyze.

Presentation
You will be scored on appearance (posture and body language), pronunciation, clarity of speech, enthusiasm, confidence and "showmanship".

THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CLASS ARE DEPENDING ON YOU TO BE PREPARED. Any time you are called on to do your presentation and you do not do so will result in a zero.  Be responsible: 1) for the work assigned to you and 2) to your fellow classmates.  

SCORING GRID FOR CLASSROOM PRESENTATION

NAME : _________________________________________

	Information
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Background
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	16 Possible

	Past Units Vocab
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Article Vocab
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Article Information
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Synthesis
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Chronology
	Confused
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	12 Possible

	Themes / Thesis
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Past Unit Information
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Analysis
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Political
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	12 Possible

	Economic
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Social
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Presentation
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Intangibles
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	16 Possible

	Confidence
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Physical
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Verbal
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Problems with:
	Volume
	Energy
	Sentence structure
	Other
	

	
	Pronunciation:


	

	Two points for Breathing for Maximum of 58 points on a 50 point assignment 
	Total Score
	








