Guidelines for Summer Reading
AP US GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
Your Assignment Is To Write A Written Journal or Online Blog related to Your Reading of a Major News Magazine:  
The purpose of this assignment is to get you aware of and, more importantly, informed on major issues confronting political leaders of today. 

Choose one of the four major mainstream news magazines: Time, Newsweek, US News & World Report or The Economist.  Which one you choose is of little difference, although those of you interested in international politics and who are planning on taking the Comparative Government course are strongly encouraged to subscribe to The Economist as it gives a much more world oriented perspective on the news than do the others. 

During the summer read 6 issues of one magazine.  It is not necessary to read the entire magazine.  Each one is divided typically into sections that all roughly correspond to these descriptions: National News, International News, Business, Arts, Sports, Technology, Society, and so on.  You are to read all articles that apply to the first three topics: national, international, and business (whether they are labeled as such by the magazine).  The others you are welcome to read at your discretion.  
You must read current issues rather than back issues to 1956 or something that you dug up in the back of the garage.

Respond in writing to the experience of reading this material. Although you should think and write analytically to some extent, it is not necessary to jam the journal only with academic insight. Include your emotional as well as your intellectual response to the material. It is perfectly acceptable to be bored, to be angry, to be shocked, to be saddened, etc. about what you have read and to write about those feelings. You may also include components of the experience of reading not directly from the pages of the book (“I could not concentrate on all these stories because I got in too late last night from a family trip”) This is a journal, not an essay.  You may use first person. In fact you may write in as informal a style as you wish. 

Where Do I Find The Magazines:  Any bookstore in a mall or airport sells these magazines, as do some drug stores or supermarkets. In addition, your family may already subscribe.  If you wish to subscribe and do not have a subscription already (they may come in handy during the course of the class) you may do so at the following websites:

The Economist
http://www.economist.com/subscriptions/
Newseek
https://www.nwsub.com/newsweek/public/index.asp
US News

https://secure.palmcoastd.com/pcd/document?ikey=020DA9M27
Time

http://www.time.com/time/
How Much To Write: Write a minimum of 200 words per week. There should be some weeks in which you write considerably more. There is no maximum length.

You have two ways to complete this assignment: Option #1 – an online blog or Option #2 – a hand-written reading journal.  Each has its advantages and drawbacks, the decision of which to use is up to you.

Necessary Details Option #1: If you are comfortable with the technology and have ready access to the Web on a regular basis throughout the summer.
You can perform this task using the online Walker School Political Science Discussion Blog located at: http://walkergovernment.blogspot.com/ . Find the list of weeks on the page. 

Write your comments in the section for each week according to the publication date of the magazine (typically on Monday the week after it actually comes out). For example, the first week available for blogging is June 1-7. Do not write your comment for the actual chronological week during which you are posting. 

By the time school starts, you should have six original comments, one for each of any six weeks of the summer. 

One note: feel free to read other students' comments and respond.
Due Date: All entries must be completed by first day of classes.  If you have been doing the work over the summer, I can give you feed-back from time to time about how you are doing.

If you choose this method, you will have to create a blog identity.  Here is how you do it:

1. Go to the course blogsite: http://walkergovernment.blogspot.com/
2. Click on the hyperlink for “comments” on the first week you wish to comment. 
3. On the right column will be a line that reads:
No Blogger account? Sign up here. 
4. Click on the “sign up here” link

5. Follow the directions to create an account.  A major hint here: When you create a “User name,” Do not use your real name.  It can be anything you want it to be.  When it asks for “Display Name,” you MUST use your first name and an initial, otherwise, I will not know who is writing the blog and cannot give credit for it.  If you have trouble, call me and I will help you set up the account.
6. Important advice about blogging: Although you may be very accustomed to Myspace and Facebook and feel very comfortable allowing your identity to wander unaccompanied through cyberspace, you need to develop an appreciation of inherent risk in online blogging as it relates to identity theft and to the phenomenon known as “Internet Predators.”  A skillful and determined data miner can discover everything about you using as a starting point four pieces of data, three if especially skillful or lucky.  You will be giving the world two pieces of information – your name and your school – when you use this weblog.  Do not write anything in your blog that identifies you personally other than your opinions – use no last name, addresses, phone numbers, hyperlinks or references to your personal pages elsewhere on the Internet, etc. 
Necessary Details Option #2: If you don’t feel extra tech-savvy or will be extremely out of touch of the wired world during the summer.
Write on standard size notebook paper.  If you write on college ruled paper, please double space lines.  Pen is easier to read, even with cross-outs, but do not feel constrained to use only pen.  There may be times when a pencil is more convenient.  Only write on a computer if you REALLY feel more comfortable composing in this way.  Indicate date of magazine issue and date of your writing with each entry.  When completed, place in a three-clasp paper folder, the kind that costs 79 cents at K-Mart (please, no three ring binders!).  Write your name clearly on the outside of the folder. 


Due Date: Assignment must be turned in at the beginning of the first class meeting of the school year. 10 point per day penalty for being late.

Assignment Value: This is a 100 point grade, equal to a test grade, a great way to start off the year with a strong average.

Advice:  This kind of assignment is best done in a relaxed manner - sort of spread out over time rather than rushed.  You will write more insightfully if you read one magazine and write one journal entry per week.  Do not try to read all six issues the day or two before the assignment is due.

If You Have Any Questions: Feel free to contact Mr. Killian this summer:



Home phone: 
770 425-8111 (Best Bet)


e-mail:

ssekillian@bellsouth.net (not First Class!)
Do not e-mail to my Walker School/First Class e-mail address as I will be unlikely to check it often during the summer.  Your best bet is to call me at home.
