AP
GOVERNMENT 
AND 
POLITICS
------

A STUDENT

SURVIVAL GUIDE
Three Rules

   Respect:

1) The people around you.


Learning is a cooperative experience – listen to people when they are talking, value the differing


opinion encourage them to think more clearly

2) Your Environment.



This school and the things in it belong to you and those who come after you – take care of them.

3) Yourself


Be selfish regarding the opportunity to be here – make the most of your assignments by completing


them well and on time – You are in charge of your own education.
This Survival Guide contains virtually all the information you will need to succeed in preparing for this course and maintaining a passing average.  Read it.  Make a hard copy of it. (In Page Setup menu, set all borders top, bottom, left and right to 0.8 before printing)  Know its contents.  Do not lose it.  If you ever have a question about how to complete an assignment, I will be absolutely delighted to answer you, but be forewarned: my first response is likely to be "Have you read your Survival Guide?"
OVERVIEW FOR THE AP GOVERNMENT COURSES AT WALKER

INTRODUCTION – Course Philosophy
You are in charge of your own education

In that one sentence stands the approach you must begin to take in this course.  If you take a class only because you want to receive a particular grade or because you hope it will somehow get you into a particular school, you have completely misunderstood the value of your experience in school.  Formal education, the acquiring of a series of pieces of paper with fancy writing, may for some be one key to a higher income, but when approached by the student with a personal quest for understanding will always be a key to a deeper, richer life.

The constraints of formal academics as practiced in America today require that you will receive grades for this course.  The expectations of the label “AP” require that you will be given tools to prepare for the AP US Politics and Government exam in the spring.  However, how you use those tools, or what you make of those grades are completely up to you.  Do the work as best as you can, prepare for each class for the sake of understanding, and the grades will take care of themselves.
I. GOALS:

1) The student, will through reading and classroom activities, become adept at discussing the intellectual foundations of political science as they apply to American politics and to the most significant institutional constructs of the American governmental system.

2) The student will be able to synthesize the theory and information from political science to analyze contemporary issues and controversies.
3) The student's cognitive and analytical abilities (as well as time management and study skills) will be challenged as would be expected in a demanding college level course.
4) The student will prepare to take the AP Exam in American Government and Politics.
II. ORGANIZATION OF THE COURSE:
Introduction to the Social Sciences in general, Political Science in particular

Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government

Political Beliefs and Behaviors, Social Science Measurement

Political Parties and Interest Groups

Institutions of the National Government - Legislative and Executive

Institutions of the National Government - Judicial

Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

Governmental Policy Processes

Exam

III. SOURCE OF GRADES:
Your final average for each term will be derived through a Weight/Point System with each major test and paper counting 100 points, each journal counting 50 points plus any quizzes or additional assignments given from time to time having a variable value, usually 10 to 50 points.  One of these additional assignments will be a formal debate in the last week of the term (See Debate Guidelines attached to the end of this Guide).

You can determine your pre-exam average by 1) totaling the Weights for all tasks assigned, 2) totaling the Scores for all assignments and 3) dividing the Total of Scores by the Total of Weights.  This formula will allow you to calculate your average at any time during the term.  

Final averages will be determined by the following approximate percentages: Daily work – 20%, Major tests and formal papers – 45%, Final exams – 20%, Class participation – 10%

IV. GENERAL CLASSROOM CONSIDERATIONS
A. Assignments Due
All assignments written on paper are due at the very beginning of class on the day indicated on the syllabus.  Have your work prepared to turn in (name, other identifying information, etc. already written) the second you walk into class.  If the class has started (check the clock on the wall) and you do not have it ready to turn in, it is late. All assignments turned in electronically (via e-mail or blog) will be due at 8:00 AM on the day indicated on the syllabus. Any work turned in late results in a 10 point per day reduction in grade.  

Making Up Missed Assignments

There are always challenges to getting work done on time.  Dogs eat homework, papers fall into the black hole at the bottom of the locker, hard drives crash.  In these events, you just have to take your lumps.  However, if you know of a situation that will prevent (future tense) you from completing an assignment on time, contact your instructor through e-mail, in person, on the phone (770 425-8111) before the assignment is due to arrange a schedule to get the work done in a timely fashion.  Do not wait until the moment the assignment is due to explain your travails. It is easier to get permission than forgiveness.

In keeping with school policy, failure to complete a major assignment will result in the student’s receiving an average of no higher than 69%, even if the assignment would not result in the student’s failing were it recorded as a zero.  For the purposes of this class, any assignment with a value of 50 points or higher will be considered a “major assignment.”

The syllabus is like a calendar with each assignment given a particular day of the week.   The day of the week on which the day is listed is the day on which you walk into class with the assignment completed.
Make-up Work

All tests must me taken on the date due according to the syllabus unless the student is absent for the entire day.  Note that School Policy requires if a student is absent to one class but attends other classes the same day, all work must be turned in and quizzes or tests must be taken the same day or the assignment counts as a “zero.”

Students who are absent from school the entire day of a test must make up the test in a timely fashion or risk receiving a zero.  Timely is defined as within two days of return to school or within a number of days equal to the absence from school, whichever is larger.  Example 1 – A student misses a test on Friday because of a one day college visit.  The test must be taken before the student leaves or by the end of the day on the following Tuesday.  Example 2 – A student is sick and absent the entire week of the Friday test.  The test must be completed by the end of the day on the following Friday.

In virtually all cases, make-up tests will be administered in Tutorial. 

B. Snow Days or School Cancellations
The syllabus is pretty close to locked in so that all material may be covered by the time you take the AP exam in the spring.  Any time school is called off, all assignments are to be completed by the same time as the syllabus indicates.  For example, should the syllabus indicate a test on Friday, but school is out on Thursday, plan on taking the test when school resumes on Friday.  When assignments are due on both Thursday and Friday, but school is called on Thursday, both will be due on Friday when school resumes.

C. Making Up Missed Assignments and Absences

All in-class assignments such as tests and quizzes missed because of an absence can be made up in Tutorial so long as you request to do so within a week.  You are responsible for making the arrangements to make up any missed work.  You are advised to complete any work within a week.  

Note that School Policy requires if a student is absent to one class but attends other classes the same day, all work must be turned in and quizzes or tests must be taken the same day or the assignment counts as a “zero.”
In keeping with school policy, failure to complete a major assignment will result in the student’s receiving an average of no higher than 69%, even if the assignment would not result in the student’s failing were it recorded as a zero.  For the purposes of this class, any assignment with a value of 50 points or higher will be considered a “major assignment.”

D. Tardies

Tardies result in a reduction in Class Participation grade increasing in severity with the frequency of occurrence. Be in class prepared when the clock on the wall says the time for class is to start.  

If you arrive in class after class has started, assume you have been already turned in as absent and see your instructor after class to get a note for the office to excuse your absence into a tardy.  This is your responsibility.
E. Tutorial (3:00-3:30 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday – Longer times available by appointment)

Tutorial is two things.  First, it is a formal time for students to seek help from their instructors on difficult assignments/material or to make up work that can be completed in a few minutes. Second, Tutorial is a state of mind in both student and teacher that they can work together in the learning process in an informal setting.  So strongly do I wish you to do well, that I am willing to do a "Tutorial" almost any time that both of us can get together - during lunch, morning break, on the phone.  

My home phone number is (770) 425-8111.  Do not hesitate to call for help weeknights or weekends, but as there are other family members in the home, I do request you make your calls before 9:30 PM so others are not disturbed by ringing telephones.  If no one is home, leave a message so that I know you called and can make an effort to reach you.

Uses of Tutorial might include making up a quiz, going over the previous night's assignment, going over the previous class notes, helping to edit a paper assignment to improve the grade, learning some new study skills or note-taking skills, drilling some possible questions for an upcoming test or quiz, choosing a research topic, etc.  

F. E-mail

Many supplemental readings and occasional changes in due dates for assignments are e-mailed to class members. All students must actively consult their First Class e-mail accounts on a regular basis.
G. Class Participation Grade
Class participation counts 10% of the total grade.  Each student starts with an 85 average.  Additions are made by the teacher for volunteering in class discussions, insightful questions, strong leadership in class discussion / seminar format, etc.  Subtractions are made for disrespectful behavior toward any class member or for tardies.  

At the risk of stifling class discussion - Do not be so enthused about enhancing your Class Participation grade by asking every single question that pops into your head, particularly those off the topic.  If most of the class time is taken up by your questions, others are getting less of the education for which they paid.  You may need to spend some time in after school tutorial, perhaps ask after the class is over, or send me an e-mail.  I delight in these out of class interactions.

A syllabus of specific assignments is included at the end of this course outline.  Each daily entry reflects the information that must be covered by the student when he enters class on that day. 

H. Class Notes and Website

Success on tests in this course are heavily dependent on success in note-taking.  You are fortunate to have a tool to make your note-taking more efficient: Your Website (http://walkersocialstudies.org/gov/apgovpol.htm) .  On the course website, you can click on the link to “Class Presentations” or go directly to:

http://walkersocialstudies.org/gov/apgovppt.htm
You are encouraged to download these PowerPoint presentation to your home computer and print them out.  When printing them follow these instructions:

a) From “File” Menu, choose “Print”

b) From “Print What” Menu, choose “Handouts”

c) From “Slides per Page” Menu, choose 3, 4, or 6

Always print “Handouts.” Never print “Slides” unless you wish to waste reams of paper and gallons of ink.  In addition, you probably want to print in black and white or grayscale to save your color cartridges.

If you choose to print AT THE SCHOOL LIBRARY, ALWAYS PRINT TEN OR FEWER 

PAGES AT A TIME and always print in black and white or grayscale.  Printing more slides at a time will jam the buffer on the printer and make everyone in the library your worst enemy.

I. Syllabus

Assignments in black apply to all students.  Assignments in purple are for Regular Comp Gov students only (EXCEPT any that have a hyperlink and may appear as underlined blue characters.)  Maroon entries are for AP students only.
Reading/study assignments are indicated on the syllabus by reference to the “Edwards” (the main text, Government in America)+ chapter number. Each chapter will be given in the syllabus a number of days for your studying.  Be certain to ascertain the number of pages in the chapter and the number of days it is assigned to gauge how much of the chapter you will be able to complete within the allotted time.  

Readings from the supplementary reader are indicated by the title “Woll” followed by name of the author plus a chapter number (in parentheses).  All of these will be for AP students only as indicated by the maroon color.
Some assignments will be blue for hyperlink and these will be for all students.

J. Blogging

Occasionally students will be required to blog entries on the course blog page http://walkergovernment.blogspot.com/.    You will also blog on that reading on the course blog site  .  The main idea in your blogging is 1) respond to the article/essay itself, then 2) respond to the questions the editors provide in the introduction, and finally 3) respond to the comments by your classmates (First person to blog on each topic gets dibs on not doing # 3). Your work on the blog will count toward your class participation grade. 
You are also encouraged to challenge classmates’ interpretation of the material in your blog (using, of course, your intellectual skills as opposed to interpersonal insult).  More than one entry is perfectly acceptable as classmates exchange views.  Your first entry MUST be made prior to the due date / time as indicated earlier (day of the assignment 8:00AM), but you will want to get your word in earlier in order to join in the fray.

In order to participate with the blogging, you will need to go to the website and create an on-screen identity. Do this as soon as possible and well before the first assignment is due, as some people have difficulty with the system from time to time. The sooner you start, the easier it is to get help.  See Mr. Killian ASAP if you experience any difficulty creating your on-screen identity.

One important safety pre-caution about blogging.  Keep your identity private from prying eyes. There are a variety of kinds of people on the Internet who are very sophisticated in the ways they can do you harm. You should use your first name only or your initials as your signature / on-screen name. If you decide to get creative with your onscreen name, know you will not get credit unless you inform Mr. K of your screen ID. Never make any reference to information in your blog that could identify you beyond your association with the class – no home or e-mail addresses, phone numbers, subdivision names, make of car, etc.
K. Class Discussion / Seminar Leadership

AP Students will be assigned supplementary readings.  You and a classmate will lead the class in a discussion of the topic.  You will create an outline of the questions to be asked during the discussion.  This will be distributed to the class via e-mail before the reading is due.. You would be very wise A) to study the assigned reading well ahead of the due date and B) to consult Mr. Killian in Tutorial a couple of days before.  You will lead the class in a discussion, attempting to solicit from your classmates analytically sophisticated answers to the questions you pose.  Sometimes you may get a bit of a head start in that students will blog on a topic for discussion before you have to lead that discussion.
In keeping with the class philosophy that you are in charge of your own education and that knowledge and insight has value beyond arbitrary and external rewards, you will not receive a discrete grade for this assignment. 

L. Tests and Exams
Tests and exams for you will have similarities to the students who are in the Regular section of this course.  Your essay questions will be more like the ones seen on the AP Exam in the spring.  From time to time you may also have more objective questions to answer in the same time period.
When you take the AP Government exams in the spring, you will see two basic question formats.  Likewise you will see some combination of these formats on each of your tests and the final exam in this course:

•
MULTIPLE CHOICE - 60 items, 45 minutes to complete.  Each question will have five options.  The rest you need to know will be, hopefully, self-explanatory

•
FREE RESPONSE - You will be given several questions to answer in something like an essay format with the time allotted about 30 minutes each.  Some of these questions will require that you provide empirical data to back up a normative thesis, but some will be questions accompanied by a graph or photograph or data chart to use as interpretive resources (For those familiar with such, it is sort of like DBQs on history exams).  These free-response questions do not typically require the same kind of essay writing skills as you would see on history course free-response questions or on your news essays in this course. Rather you will be given a topic or issue broken down into component points you are to address.  Follow to the letter the list of things to do as given in the question.  Points are awarded according to how well you address the specific points.  For those accustomed to AP history questions that require a holistic, integrated essay, these questions typically require some adjustment.

Likewise you will see some combination of these formats on each of your tests and the final exam in this course.

A few comments on the multiple choice questions:  Many of these questions are taken from a test bank provided by the publisher.  They are intended for use in introductory college Political Science classes.  Usually they are written by stuff-shirted graduate students who do not really know how to teach and who try to find ways to trick up the undergraduates.  I know because I used to be one of  these sorts of people in graduate school myself.  Do not be intimidated by the difficulty of these multiple choice questions!  College freshmen do not do any better on them than you do.  They are included in the testing in this course only to help you get accustomed to this sort of abuse.  Relax.  These questions are always grade adjusted (or "curved").

M. STUDY JOURNALS

Every three weeks, you will complete a study journal.  This will be your notes you have taken on your readings.  The purpose of this assignment is to have you REALLY prepared for the AP Exam.  The process is a pain, but there really is a correlation between the degree to which this assignment is taken seriously and the score the student gets on the final exam.  Study Journals are to be completed on the days of the syllabus marked by a double asterisk (**).  Place the pages into a two pocketed, three clasp folder as you did for your summer reading journal (you can use the same one if you like).

N.  FORMAL PAPERS:

All formal papers, debate position papers, legal briefs, etc. should be written in dark blue or black ink or should be typewritten.  They should be double-spaced in either hand written or typed format.  All written rules of grammar apply and errors will count against the final grade.  The most significant major paper will be your debate position paper.  See the attached outline at the end of this Guide to see the requirements for the end of term debate.

On any paper prepared outside of class, a formal “Works Cited” page  is a requirement. To turn in a paper without proper citation will constitute a case of plagiarism.
O. EXAMS:

As stated previously, each Final Exam will count as 20 percent of your Final Average for that term.  Each exam will be organized similarly to the AP Exam you will take in the spring including time limits for each section.  

P. PREPARATION FOR THE AP EXAMS

Following the requirements for this course, especially diligent preparation of your journals, should be sufficient for success on the AP exams in the spring.  Some folks do like a little “security blanket” or edge to make them feel more confident.  If you are one of these, or you have not had much success with standardized testing in the past, you might wish to purchase one of the AP test prep books such as are published by Princeton Review or others.
Q. GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR RESEARCH PAPER SCORING
•
A   Strong analytical focus.  Good breadth of data, responds to all elements required for the issue.  Marshals evidence in a convincing way to support a THESIS.  Well organized with well-documented sources with correct citation form. In strongest papers, shows signs of original thinking and creativity. Excellent grammar.
•
B   Presents a THESIS.  Marshals evidence in an organized fashion to support the THESIS.  Adequate breadth of data in responding to the most important issues raised in the question. Organization may evidence some confusion.  Documentation and citation has a few errors. A few minor grammar errors.
•
C+  States rudimentary THESIS or argument.  Cites facts appropriate to the development of the thesis but does not clearly link these to the THESIS.  Discusses some of the major issues raised in the issue.  Incorrect factual illustrations and/or faulty or incomplete logic may be encountered.  Argument appears incomplete. May indicate some illogic in presentation of material. Numerous minor grammar errors or two major ones.
•
C   Demonstrates comprehension of pertinent facts and concepts.  Presents descriptive narrative with little or no reference to an organizing principle.  Responds to some of the issues raised in the issue.  May contain some factual errors. Errors in citation technique. Numerous grammar errors.
•
C-   Weak or implausible THESIS.  Breadth of coverage and depth of information may be adequate but contains factual errors.  Information may not fit the thesis. Numerous grammar errors.
•
C-/F+  Weak THESIS that is unsustained in discussion.  Offers few, if any, factual illustrations to support the thesis.  Includes irrelevant information or inaccurate data. 



•
F  Attempts to answer the issue.  However, fails to provide detail and breadth of coverage.  Three or more major grammar errors.

•
Utter and miserable F   No attempt to answer the issue in any meaningful way OR does not cite sources.  No “Works Cited Page” in a formal paper results in an automatic F.
As stated previously, on any paper prepared outside of class, a formal bibliography/ “Works Cited Page” is a requirement. To turn in a paper without proper citation will constitute a case of plagiarism.

S. DEBATES

At the end of the term, there will be a formal debate with details on the following pages.
Debate Guidelines

During the last week, we will have our final debate. This activity serves as a major indication of how well you have learned the intellectual processes and the specific details of this course.  Success will measure your mastery of these course components as well as the capacity to think creatively and quickly on your feet.  Your grade for this assignment will be derived from three sources:

1. You will be divided into teams with each team being required to prepare a Position Paper, an argumentative essay / formal research paper (100 points) with appropriate bibliographical citation and formal paper format.  If you use online sources, stick to journal, magazines for the most part.  Avoid “.com” URLs like the plague – They are notoriously unreliable.  If using position advocacy web pages (e.g. “.org” URLs) check out each page carefully to ascertain if the source has any claim to reliability.  

All members get the same grade.

The position paper will be due at the beginning of class on the first day debates begin.  

Please note that you must turn in the paper BEFORE the first debate begins; i.e., you will not have in your possession at the time of the debate the paper to be scored for the team grade.  If you must have a copy for your debate for whatever reason, make one before class. 

Everyone on the team gets the same grade – a late paper will result in late penalty for the entire team.  The question of length is tricky.  The requirement is to be Assertive and Aggressive. “Assertive” means that you must put forth your best arguments. “Aggressive” means you must explain why your opponents’ best arguments are full of mud.  To do these two tasks well could take an undetermined number of word/pages.  Pretty clearly, a paper of 500 words or less would be likely to accomplish these tasks very poorly.
One word of advice: Complete the paper well ahead of time so that there is more than one copy available to 

the team.  This will prevent loss of points because the one member with the paper oversleeps or there is a computer glitch that delays printing.  Team members seem to get mad if you cause them a 10 point loss of points because your alarm does not go off. See “Advice For Organizing Your Team.”

2. Each team will also argue its case in an organized Debate before an opposing team, the class and the instructor

(100 points). All members get the same grade.  For scoring criteria and description of procedure, see attached sheet.  After scanning the debate score sheet on the next page, read the following explanations:


Organization – A clear thesis with logical, empirical proof is expected.


Presentation – Vocal clarity, proper diction, good posture and poise and erudition are the criteria.


Substantiating Data – The more objective date you can use the better.

Presentation – See above.  Likewise, it is crucial that this be a team approach.  You will be penalized if it is apparent that all of your members do not have the enough knowledge to engage actively in the exchange of ideas.  Domination by one or two “loud mouths” will not be acceptable.

Courtesy – Avoid insulting, badgering, and interrupting your opponents.  Likewise, filibustering during an answer to avoid further difficult questions is penalized. 

Command Of Data – This is the only area in which you may gain points specifically by making your opponents look stupid.  Look for errors of fact and of logic in your opponents’ positions / statements.

Presentation – See both previous references to this category.  Additionally, know that the instructor’s job is to 

make you look foolish, or more accurately, to point out how those things you have said that make you look foolish.  Keep your calm and attempt to answer as best you can.  For this section, an uninformed answer is preferable to no answer.  The earlier reference to “poise” is quite pertinent here - avoid looking hopeless or intimidated or antagonistic.

Accuracy – You will be asked to clarify positions and will likely be asked questions you may not have considered. The more informed your responses the better.
3. An additional grade will be a Debate Outline (25 points) which will be the only individually scored grade for this assignment (See copy at near the end of this file). Turn in this outline on the attached sheet provided. It is due at the end of class on the day you give your debate.  

The contents of this may be roughly the same as those of your team-mates if you wish.  This is only natural because you have worked together, but you must complete the Outline yourself in your own hand.  Do not photocopy your teammates’ work and turn it in as your own.  

You may have other information with you during the debate, but this sheet of paper is the only thing you will turn in for a grade after the debate is finished.

A word of advice, although the word “outline” is used to describe this assignment, the more data you can pack in the available space, the better so long as it is well-organized.  A lot of white space is not a good idea

There will not be a schedule of which debate will be held on which day, unless because of sporting events or scheduled doctors visits, you or your team-mates know of a conflict.  The rule will generally be, if you are alive, you should make an effort to come to class.  Should you miss your team's debate, you 1) may receive whatever grade the team receives or 2) will be required to defend yourself in a debate with the instructor at a time of the instructor's convenience, or 3) another debate will take place at that time.  Because of # 3, all teams should be prepared to debate come the first day, just in case.

Advice For Organizing Your Team:

1. Within 24 hours you receive your debate assignments - Assign important roles.  These should include:

A) Researcher(s) – Obtain and read numerous articles, highlighting main points for ease of reference to the “composer”, prepare the “Works Cited Page” for the Paper proofreader / finisher.

B) Paper composer(s)  - Write the paper based on research completed by team mates.  If more than one person is given the job of writing a section of the argument each, one person should be the final compiler of all the paper.  This could be the Proofreader / finisher.

C) Paper proofreader / finisher – This job is mostly self-explanatory.  Responsible for finishing paper, collating paper with “Works Cited Page”, verifying all the works cited are actually cited, and copying enough for all members to have one plus an original to turn in to the instructor.

2. Within the next week - Research should begin

3. Within 1 ½ weeks of the date due - Research should be completed.  At this time, all team members should meet to discuss overall strategy.

4. Within 6 days of due date - 1st draft of Paper should be written.

5. Within three days of due date - Paper should be completed, paper copied, and delivered to members.

6. Within two days of due date - All members should read Paper.  “Statement of Principle” presentation completed.  At this time all members should meet to refine overall strategy, especially to consider logical traps and particular phrases to avoid.

7. Day before the due date – Individual outlines should be completed. 

Last advice – the Internet is a marvelous tool for completing these assignments.  You can exchange e-mails with attachments.  You can use chat rooms or instant messaging to plot out strategy in lieu of a face to face meeting.  One potential problem is assuming you can get in touch with your team mates or with the instructor by e-mail at the last minute about anything.  Servers go down. Servers are slow.  Sometimes e-mail wanders in the cyber ether for days before being delivered – sometime it never is delivered.  Hotmail accounts are notorious for bumping out incoming e-mail because of insufficient space available.  The message here is A) Use the technology B) But do not trust it in a pinch.

The Debate Outline on the following page is provided to you in case you lose or mess up the one given out in class.  When you print the Debate Outline:  Make certain the format is Ariel 10 point and the margins are very small.  Print the two pages onto ONE sheet front and back.  Do not print two sheets and staple them or tape them together.

OUTLINE FOR DEBATE - ISSUE: ____________________________________ Position:______

NAME:________________________________



PERIOD:______

Arguments in preparation for the "Yes Side" (Directions On Back)

FOR:





AGAINST
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Arguments in preparation for the "No Side"

FOR:





AGAINST
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____________________________________________  /_________________________________________

DIRECTIONS: Remember that a thorough preparation for a debate would require you to think through the arguments from each side.  Prepare a set of arguments in outline form (Letters, numbers, roman numerals, etc.) in favor of the "Yes Side"(Writing in the “For” column).  Turn the page over and prepare arguments in defense of the "No Side" (Again in the “For” column).  Now POINT BY POINT prepare an attack of each "Yes Side" point (Adjacent to each point but written in the “Against” column.  Match your numbering system from the Left Column to the Right one).  Likewise, turn the page over and prepare an attack on each "No Side" point.  When you enter the debate you will know not only everything you will say, but have a pretty good idea of everything your opponents will say. Even though this is labeled "Outline", the more data you have - facts, quotations, figures - the better.  

DEBATE SCORE SHEET

NAMES:_________________________  ___________________________  _______________________
I. STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES: Each team presents a summary of its main points.  Minimum length is five minutes, maximum length is ten minutes unless otherwise specified.  One or more team members may cooperate in presenting the material.  YES side speaks first.


ORGANIZATION
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 
Maximum 30
Time

Logical order


PRESENTATION 
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 
SUBTOTAL: 
Posture

Eye Contact

Hands 

Dress

SUBSTANTIATING DATA
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
__________
Statistics

Sources

Logical connection of data to points


II. DEBATE: A series of exchanges of points and counterpoints between the opposing teams, primarily in a discussion format. YES side speaks first.  NO side has the last word.


PRESENTATION
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 
Maximum 30
Posture

Full Team participation
Dress

COURTESY 
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 
SUBTOTAL:
Interruption

Fikibuster

COMMAND OF DATA
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
__________
Statistics

Sources

Logical connection of data to points


Information turnaround
III. ORAL DEFENSE Each team must field questions from the teacher and the class to demonstrate command of crucial data.  YES side defends itself first.

PRESENTATION
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 
Maximum 20
Rapid Response
Full Team participation 








        SUBTOTAL:

ACCURACY
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Statistics





__________
Sources

Logical connection of data to points
 





IV. RESULTS Each team receives 15 points for participation and as many as five points for winning the competition.  It is possible for teams to tie and thereby split the bonus points. In a few rare instances, both teams have performed so well that each received the full bonus.

PARTICIPATION POINTS






                    15       

BONUS








          __________









          FINAL SCORE  __________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Instructor Notes/Questions
