URBAN LEGENDS AND CONSPIRACY THEORIES

------

A STUDENT

SURVIVAL GUIDE
Three Rules

   Respect:

1) The people around you.


Learning is a cooperative experience – listen to people when they are talking, value the differing


opinion encourage them to think more clearly

2) Your Environment.



This school and the things in it belong to you and those who come after you – take care of them.

3) Yourself


Be selfish regarding the opportunity to be here – make the most of your assignments by completing


them well and on time – You will never be in high school again.

You are responsible for your own education

Table of Contents

Introduction ………………………………… 2
Grades ………………………………………. 2
General Classroom Considerations …… 2

Assignments ……………………… ………. 2
Make-up work ……………………………… 3

Missed Assignments / Make-up Work .... 3

Snow Days / School Cancellation ……… 3
Tardies ………………………………………. 3

Turorial / Backwork ……………………….. 3
Reading the Syllabus .………………….…. 4

Class Participation …………………….….. 4

Major Assignments – Tests …………….…4

Major Assignments – Legends Presentation .… 4
Major Assignments – Theories Presentation …. 5
Major Assignments – Research Paper …………. 5
Exam and End of the Term …............................... 8
Forms ………………………………………..…….. 9-10
Research Paper Outline Format ……………….… 11
This Survival Guide contains virtually all the information you will need to succeed in preparing for this course and maintaining a passing average.  Read it.  Know its contents.  Do not lose it.  If you ever have a question about how to complete an assignment, I will be absolutely delighted to answer you, but be forewarned: my first response is likely to be "Have you read your Survival Guide?"
INTRODUCTION: 

What You Can Expect from Your Instructor
You should have two basic expectations of your teacher in this course:

#1) You will be pushed hard to achieve.

#2) You will be supported in your effort to achieve. 

Regarding the first, there may be times when you will become exasperated, angry, frustrated with me or the assignments in this class.  There is a reason they call this activity "schoolwork" - it can be hard!  If it were not hard, they would call it "schoolfun" or "schoolnothing" (and you would not have to pay for it so dearly).  

Regarding the second, the words "your effort to achieve" are chosen carefully.  You will not achieve unless you work at it, and in addition, I cannot support you unless you are willing to be supported.  We all can use a little help or guidance to use our efforts more wisely and our time more efficiently.  One of my most frustrating times occurs when a student needs help but will not ask for it.  This occurs for many reasons.  Perhaps the student is overly confident.  Maybe he has trouble getting up in the morning for an informal tutorial before school.  Sometimes a student is too shy to call a teacher at home.  Also, the occasional student may misinterpret demands that seem unreasonable to mean that I have a low regard for him and think I would not want to help.  (The opposite is the case for if I did not believe in your abilities, or if I did not care for your well-being, I would not expect you to meet the challenges of this course.  If you should feel temporarily negative toward me, do not be deceived that I feel negatively toward you or that I am unapproachable for help.)   Please see the note below on Tutorial.

I. GRADES

Grading Scale for Letter Grades
The school policy assigns the following Letter Grades for the corresponding percentage Averages


Average
Letter Grade

100 - 90   =  
A


89   - 80   =  
B


79   - 70   =  
C


Below 70 =  
F

Because Averages rarely end in whole numbers, all fractional Averages in this course ending in .5 or higher are rounded up to the next higher whole number.  Therefore, an 89.5 becomes an "A", but an Average of 89.49999 remains a "B".

Source of Grades

Grades for this course will be derived from the following sources and in the approximate percentages: In-Class Presentations and Papers - 35%, Tests - 35%, Final Exam - 20%, Class Participation - 5%.  
The Point/Weight Grading System
Each assignment carries a particular weight.  For example, all tests count 100 points.  Research papers count 200. In-class presentations count 50-100.


Assignment
Weight
Score




Test 1
100
90


Presentation
50
45



Test 2
100
70


Totals                   A) 250         B) 205

A) Total the Weight column.   

B) Then total the Score column.  

C) To calculate your Average, divide the Total 
Score by the Total Weight.  Total Score 
(205) divided by Total Weight (250) equals 
Average (.820 or 82.0%).  

II. GENERAL CLASSROOM CONSIDERATIONS

Assignments 
The syllabus (Study/Assignment Schedule) is like a calendar with each assignment given a particular day of the week, depending on the order – the first assignment is for the first day of the week, the second assignment for the second day, and so one.   The day of the week on which the day is listed is the day on which you walk into class with the assignment completed.
All written assignments are due at the beginning of the period. Once class has started, an assignment not turned in is considered late. The message here is: Have the work completed and prepared for turning in before you enter the classroom!  Do not wait to write your name and other identifying information on the paper. Any work not turned in on time is recorded as a zero.  If it is turned in later a score will be recorded but results in a 10 point per day reduction in grade.
Occasionally, there are emergencies of many sorts that prevent your turning in assignments. The river flooded and carried away your car with all your homework in the back seat.  Your great aunt's mother's brother's second cousin twice removed on your father's side died.  The dog ate your homework.  The hard disk ate your homework.  The dog ate your hard disk.  Extraordinary emergencies can be dealt with on a case by case basis, but if you always assume the 10 point penalty rule applies in your case, you will never be disappointed when it does.  You are advised to think ahead.  It is easier to get an extension before a due date than after. 
There are always challenges to getting work done on time.  Dogs eat homework, papers fall into the black hole at the bottom of the locker, hard drives crash.  In these events, you just have to take your lumps.  However, if you know of a situation that will prevent (future tense) you from completing an assignment on time, contact your instructor through e-mail, in person, on the phone (770 425-8111) before the assignment is due to arrange a schedule to get the work done in a timely fashion.  Do not wait until the moment the assignment is due to explain your travails. It is easier to get permission than forgiveness.

In keeping with school policy, failure to complete a major assignment will result in the student’s receiving an average of no higher than 69%, even if the assignment would not result in the student’s failing were it recorded as a zero.  For the purposes of this class, any assignment with a value of 50 points or higher will be considered a “major assignment.”

Make-up Work

All tests must be taken on the date due according to the syllabus unless the student is absent for the entire day. The same goes for written assignments. Note that School Policy requires if a student is absent to one class but attends other classes the same day, all work must be turned in and quizzes or tests must be taken the same day or the assignment counts as a “zero.”

Students who are absent from school the entire day of a test must make up the test or turn in papers in a timely fashion or risk receiving a zero.  Timely is defined as within two days of return to school or within a number of days equal to the absence from school, whichever is larger.  Example 1 – A student misses a test on Friday because of a one day college visit.  The test must be taken before the student leaves or by the end of the day on the following Tuesday.  Example 2 – A student is sick and absent the entire week of the Friday test.  The test must be completed by the end of the day on the following Friday.

In virtually all cases, make-up tests will be administered in Tutorial. 

Making Up Missed Assignments

All tests missed because of an absence can be made up in Tutorial if done in a timely fashion (e.g., making up a test 6 weeks late and the day before grades are due is not timely).  Written assignments not turned in as a result of a legitimate absence can be turned in the next day back without the standard late penalty.  

Snow Days or School Cancellations

The syllabus is pretty close to locked in.  Any time school is called off, all assignments are to be completed by the same time as the syllabus indicates.  For example, should the syllabus indicate a test on Friday, but school is out on Thursday, plan on taking the test when school resumes on Friday.  If  assignments are due on both Thursday and Friday, but school is called on Thursday, both will be due on Friday when school resumes.
Tardies

Tardies result in a reduction in Class Participation grade increasing in severity with each occurrence.
Class time and notes The reading assignments for this course are pretty simple and brief for a History class. You should know that the class time is packed pretty densely with the most challenging material.  Very strong note-taking skills will be an important key for success on tests and the final exam.  

To help you, the course website has access to the PowerPoint presentations your instructor has prepared for class.  You are urged to download these to your home computer and print them out, following the instructions on the Lecture Notes webpage to save your printer and your pocketbook the trouble of excessive printing

Use the PowerPoint Handouts as outlines for your notes rather than a substitute for note-taking and paying attention.  You will be responsible for everything that occurs in class.  Ask yourself, “Will I remember this well enough on the exam in three months unless I take notes on it now?”
Tutorial (Mon,Tue,Thurs, Fri – 3:00-3:30 and some Wednesdays)

Tutorial is two things.  First, it is a formal time for students to seek help from their instructors on difficult assignments/material or to make up work that can be completed in a few minutes.  

Second, Tutorial is a state of mind in both student and teacher that they can work together in the learning process in an informal setting.  So strongly do I wish you to do well, that I am willing to do a "Tutorial" almost any time that both of us can get together - during lunch, morning break, on the phone.  

My home phone number is (770) 425-8111.  Do not hesitate to call for help weeknights or weekends, but as there are other family members in the home, I do request you make your calls before 9:30 PM so others are not disturbed by ringing telephones.  If no one is home, leave a message so that I know you called and can make an effort to reach you.

Uses of Tutorial might include making up a quiz, going over the previous night's assignment, going over the previous class notes, helping to edit a paper assignment to improve the grade, learning some new study skills or note-taking skills, drilling some possible questions for an upcoming test or quiz, choosing a paper topic.  The list could go on.

III. DAILY ASSIGNMENTS

Reading the syllabus
On the syllabus, which denotes all of the assignments for the term and the day each is due, you will see the studying assignments listed as chapter numbers from the main texts, The Vanishing Hitchhiker and 80 Greatest Conspiracies of All Time (80GCAT).  Groups to which “Group Numbers” refer on the syllabus are actually chapters in Vanishing Hitchhiker.  Make certain you have completed studying the designated chapter by the time you enter class that day, even if it was not assigned to you for presentation. 

IV. CLASS PARTICIPATION

The class participation grade is calculated as a 100 percent grade.  Points are added and subtracted based on the following considerations:

a) Asking pertinent questions about the topic.  

b) Volunteering answers to questions posed in class, especially if those answers offer deep insight into the topic

c) Being courteous to the people in the classroom.  Courtesy includes the obvious aspects of “being nice” such as avoiding calling people names or insulting their race, religion or beliefs.  It also includes avoidance of distracting activities such as talking out of turn, passing notes. etc. One other concern is what may be called “filibustering” or trying to score big Class Participation points by monopolizing the discussion with constant questions or comments.

d) Remaining focused on the classroom activity. Sitting up and looking engaged is a minimum expectation. Doing homework for this or any other class, text messaging and the like are considered BIG violations of this principle – don’t go there!

e) Getting to class on time. Whenever a student arrives late, the instructor has to stop and make a note in the gradebook and also send an e-mail to the office.  This is a pain, and it distracts from the progress of the class activity.  Points are deducted each quarter in geometric progression – 1 point for the first infraction, 2 more for the second, 4 more for the third, 8 for the fourth and so on.

V. MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS

Tests
Tests will contain a variety of tasks assessing both your comprehension of the text material as well as the material presented in class, with a strong emphasis on the latter.  
These tasks MAY include the following: matching, multiple choice, short answer (perhaps one to four sentences in length), long answer (note regurgitation responses or essays).

Preparation for tests should include review of the detailed notes you have taken for class and a review of written material assigned for study.  Tests are designed so that students need to master both in class and out of class material to do well.

In-Class Presentations – Urban Legends

At least twice during the term, you will be called on to “teach” the class.  The first of these will include a presentation on a set of urban legends from your first text, Vanishing Hitchhiker. You will be likely teamed with one or more classmates with whom to present. 

Together with your classmate, determine which of the several stories in the assigned chapter you wish most to present.  You are advised to choose one which will show you in your best light as A) a Storyteller and B) a Scholar.  

Once each member of the team has chosen one of the several stories, you should practice telling your story to the other(s).  Discuss with each other possible analytical components you might use to explain the “meaning” of the story to modern society.

On the assigned day, you and your teammates will present your stories to the class and complete a verbal analysis for which you will receive a grade.  You will be scored on a variety of components (worth 5 points each) in two major categories.  

Category 1: Story Telling

Story Components – Make certain all the main parts of the story are presented in strong narrative form; i.e., in a manner easy for someone to follow verbally.  In addition, include details that make the story come alive for the listener.  Do NOT tell the story exactly as it is in Brunvand’s version. Instead, whenever possible, make the details fit the place the story is told so the tale has more immediacy for the local audience.

Showmanship – Think of this as a dramatic presentation. “Sell it” - Believe the story and make your audience believe it. 

Confidence – Not all of us are natural actors.  Some of us get nervous when in front of a group.  However, you can act confident. As the old deodorant commercial says, “Never let ‘em see you sweat!”

Physical – At a minimum, stand comfortably and confidently.  Look your audience in the eye. Crossing over to showmanship, move your hands and arms and body appropriately to tell the story.  

Verbal – At a minimum, speak distinctly and with enough volume that you can be heard.  At the higher levels of achievement and crossing over to showmanship, vary the volume and sound of your voice as you act out the parts.

Category 2: Analysis

Social Commentary – Perhaps one of the most important things you do analytically is explain why the story exists, what function it serves society.  This explains why the tale is not just told, but repeatedly retold.

Psychological Commentary – Some of the more amusing analytical components are the psychological functions a story serves the individuals who tell it or hear it, again explaining why the story is repeatedly retold.

Intangibles – This is analogous to the “showmanship” above, but a bit harder to define in this context.  Think of it as going above and beyond just talking about the right things in your presentation.  Some things you might do include creating a poster or PowerPoint presentation, or doing something out of the ordinary to make the information you present more memorable for the class. (Most people never get full credit for this particular item This is one reason why the grade is a possible 55 out of 50)

Confidence – Pretty much the same as in    Category 1

Physical – Drama is not a requirement, but good posture and eye contact are.

Verbal – Scored pretty much the same as in Category 1 minus the dramatics.

There will be one 50 point grade per presenter, so you are not completely dependent on the other person(s) for your outcome.  However, your partner(s) may contribute analytical points for your story thereby possibly improving your score. 

For Scoring Guide for Urban Legend Presentation, see page 11.

In-Class Presentations – Conspiracy Theory

Each individual student will complete a second presentation for a 150 point grade on an assigned conspiracy theory.  The student will be required to complete research on this project (more on this in the next section) in order to present a full understanding of the details and analysis of the theory to the class.

You will be scored on a set of components in each of three categories:

Category 1 – Information

Background – Every story must have a beginning.  To make the beginning of every conspiracy plot make sense, the audience must understand the circumstances that exist before the plot begins.  This may include an explanation of the major players, their positions or circumstances and what each may have to gain from a change in their positions or circumstances.

Plot – Every conspiracy theory must follow a story line, from conception to execution.  Often plans do not turn out as expected, so deviations in the plan must also be included.

Details – This can be very tricky to do.  Some theories do not easily fit “Occam’s Razor;” i.e., they may become convoluted with an extraordinary array of plot twists and characters.

Chronology – Make certain you tell the story in a narrative form that is easy for the audience to follow. The more complicated the story, the more difficult this task becomes.  Backtrack as seldom as you possibly can.

Category 2 – Analysis

Social Commentary – What function does the story serve society as a whole?

Psychological Commentary – What function does the story serve those who tell it?

Probability – How likely are the major points of the story to be true?  Virtually no story will be complete truth or complete balderdash.  Break down which parts make logical and factual sense and which are questionable. Evaluate the degree of probability (See class notes regarding kinds of proof).

Category 3 – Presentation

Intangibles – Something out of the mundane that gives the presentation some “oomph.”

Confidence – Act like you know what you are doing.

Physical – Look good in dress, posture.  Act comfortable in writing on the board or moving about the room as it becomes necessary.

Verbal – Good diction, correct pronunciation, coherent sentence structure, appropriate volume are all examples of the advice that helps score well in this component.  If you do not know how to pronounce a key word or name, find out! Practice your presentation a few times so you don’t get tongue tied when you are on center stage.

For “Scoring Guide for Conspiracy Theory Presentation” see page 10.

Make certain you spend sufficient time in Tutorial with your instructor in preparation for each of your presentations.  Failure to do so could cost you dearly in scoring.

THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CLASS AND GROUP ARE DEPENDING ON YOU TO BE PREPARED. Any time you are called on to do your presentation and you do not do so will result in a zero.  Be responsible: 1) for the work assigned to you and 2) to your fellow classmates.  

FORMAL RESEARCH PAPER

Purpose

Every student group will complete a formal research paper on each or two conspiracy theories. The function of writing this paper is to prepare yourself for your formal presentation to the class as identified in the previous section.  Everyone will complete the first draft of the paper before doing the oral presentation on the theory.  Most will have completed the final draft of the paper before presentation.

Requirements

This is a formal research paper with all that label entails regarding grammar, style, presentation, citation, Works Cited page, etc. Required length is 750 words minimum, although most excellent to superb papers will be much longer.  You must have a minimum of three sources, one of which MUST be a book source. Every assigned topic has at least one book available on reserve for this class in the library.  You may find other sources at other libraries or may be able to purchase some paperback sources for reasonable prices at local or on-line bookstores. (You are not allowed to use your 80GCAT for a source, but you should use it as a starting place to begin knowing where to go in your research)
All formal papers are to be turned in via Turnitin.com.  Specific instructions regarding that process will be made available to you later in a First Class email.
Formal rules of grammar apply, and errors will be penalized.  Examples of frequent errors include those of spelling, subject-predicate agreement, pronoun-antecedent agreement, sentence fragments, and run-on sentences.  In addition, avoid the use of the first person especially in sentence structures such as the following: " I think that....", "I feel that....", "It is my belief that....", etc.

Before turning in your paper, proofread for errors. One of the reasons you double space, in addition to making it easier to read, is so you can make minor corrections on your paper after you have finished.  

Grading of Formal Papers

Formal papers count 100 points each and letter grade equivalents are as follows:


A+ 100

A 96

A- 92


B+ 88

B 85

B- 82


C+ 78

C 75

C- 72


F+ 68

F 65

F- 62

Research Sources

Of special note for research papers is the use of bibliographies, Works Cited page, and citation of sources.  

Each research paper must come from at least three sources, with one being, as stated above, from a published book.  Do not use Vankin and Whalen’s The 80 Greatest Conspiracies of All Time as a resource for your paper (see explanation later in this Guide). More sources than three is certainly acceptable.  There will be quite a few sources of information on the Internet.  None are prohibited for this course. One must use extreme care when trusting ANY Internet site at ANY time, but due to the nature of this course, it is probably best to assume the worst regarding a website that speaks to conspiracy theories.  There are exceptions to this rule of wariness for organizations that are expected to have some degree of editorial control over content.  Such sites might include those for:

1) A respected national newspaper or news magazine accessed either directly to the publisher’s website or through Proquest or EBSCO.

2) A respected and recognized encyclopedia, such as Encyclopedia Britannica. Because of the way it is created, Wikipedia does not constitute such a source.

3) An official national government. The URL will always end “.gov” if it is a government in the US. If a government of a foreign nation, look for the term “.go” followed by the abbreviation for that nation. Example: “www.direct.go.uk” for government in the United Kingdom )

At a lower level of comfort and higher level of suspicion than above may be those with URLs of “.org” or “.edu.” Some of these will be legitimate and useful, but some will be as bogus as any others.  The highest risk sites are those with “.com” URLs.  Only about 5% of these are useable for valid research and the majority of these are from the established publications as listed in #s 1 and 2 directly above.

Process for Completing Research Paper/Project
Creating your research will take place in seven stages, which include five graded assignments, each of which counts different points toward the total research paper grade. Make certain you follow these directions to the letter.  Failure to do so will result in point deductions.  Intellectually, most of this stuff is EASY!  The only reason why people struggle is they do not follow the directions or turn the assignments in late.

You are not allowed to skip any of the Five Assignments.  Should you fail to complete an assignment on time, it still must be completed and scored by the instructor BEFORE the subsequent assignment is turned in.  Once topics are chosen in class early in the term you should do the following:

Before You Start: 

A) Buy supplies: a bunch of 3x5 cards, rubber bands, a 9x12 envelope.  They must be 3x5 cards. Not 4x6. Not 3x5 paper you have cut to size.  Splurge and spend the 75 cents to buy actual cards.   Some people find the extra dime to get the colored cards can be helpful for organizing by source or by topic. Keep more than one rubber band because they often break.  The envelope you are looking for is the large business-type, usually a manila color.

B) Read the chapter(s) corresponding to your topic in your textbook (Vankin and Whalen, The 80 Greatest Conspiracies of All Time)  You should not use this as one of your resources for the paper as it is a summary of the story and does not contain enough full detail to serve your research or your presentation needs.  Instead, you should read it in order to get an idea of the basic direction your research is headed.  At the end of each chapter is a bibliography that may guide you for your further research.  At least one book is on reserve for you in the library on your topic.  But feel free to seek out any of the other resources in Vankin and Whalen’s bibliographies. 
C) Start reading your main source book. Finish your main source book ASAP.

Step 1. (Assignment 1) Turn in Bibliography Cards, with Title Card (Title of your paper, your name and period) - 30 points
For each source you are to use, you need to turn in a card (3x5 only) on which the source is written in proper bibliography form (See Little, Brown).  One additional personal preference regarding use of Proquest or EBSCO: I know it is tedious, but you need the entire URL from the Proquest registry on your card (and later in your paper Works Cited page).  It perfectly acceptable to literally cut (with scissors) and paste (with Elmer’s) the URL onto the card.

Also required is your name (or initials) on each card.  Wrap the cards in a rubber band. (No hair bands) 

Complete by beginning of class on due date.
Step 2. (Assignment 2) Turn in all citations, "Citation Cards" plus Bibliography Cards and Title card - 50 points
Copy all information you might need to complete your paper onto 3x5 cards.  The purpose of these cards is so you can sort specific information in the process of writing your paper.  Do not simply jam as much info onto a card just to fill up the card if you are going to use separate bits of information in separate parts of the paper.  Each card should contain discreet chunks of information.  This will make organizing your paragraphs easier when you begin writing.

Make certain, each card includes a separate reference and the page number or any other identifying information for that source.  

For Proquest / EBSCO sources for which there is no page number as it actually appeared in the original publication, use the page number of the article as it is printed from the computer. 

Typically, 20 cards, well loaded with appropriate information, would be a minimum for passing this task (for those of you who are math impaired, “passing” = 70%; “passing” does not mean 100%). You would score less if the content of the cards is weak, more if the content is great and even more if you have more cards than 20. Include your original bibliography cards in the stack to separate citations of one source from those of another source (Bibliography cards and the title card do not count toward your minimum 20.  Make certain your name or initials are on each card and they are surrounded by a rubber band (again, no hair bands).
Step 3.  (Assignment 3) Turn in an Outline – 30 points

This will be turned in typed and double spaced, preferably on a single sheet of paper, but it may be longer.  The thesis statement should be included. A rough guideline is included on page 11. All you have to provide are the details.
Step 4. (Assignment 4) First Draft, 100 points

Do not be deceived by the term "draft".  This is the first draft you turn in.  This paper should be as polished as you can make it, with title page, spelling, grammar, citation, works cited page, etc. in proper order.  In fact, should you make an "A" on your first draft, you will not have to 

complete the final draft and will receive an "A" for both assignments!

Place paper, original outline, and the Bibliography/Citation cards (still surrounded with its rubber band) in a large (9 X 12) envelope (preferably the kind with a metal clasp) with your name clearly marked on the outside.  Make certain your report has all necessary identifying data and the full pledge signed on the cover sheet / title page.

For those completing personal interviews, a copy of the transcript or copy of the tape of the interview should be included in the envelope.  
Step 5. (Assignment 5) Final Draft, 200 points

After the first draft has been returned, make the necessary corrections on your final draft.  Turn in both First Draft and Final Draft together with note cards and original outline.  With sufficient planning, every student should pass each stage of this assignment.  With some care, every student should be able to make at least a "B" on the final draft.  For those who have not received an A on the first draft, failure to turn in a second draft results in a “0”.  Turning in the same paper will result in a deduction of a full letter grade.
Major Danger Zones – Most Frequent Causes For Failures
1. Turning in an assignment late. 10 points per day add up when the point total on an assignment is 30.

2. Failure to include a Bibliography or Works Cited page on first or final draft = automatic “F”

3. Failure to cite information properly on first or final draft = automatic “F”

4. Three or more sentence fragments and/or run-on sentences on first or final draft = automatic “F”

5. Plagiarism in whole or in part of any other person’s work = honor code violation.  

6. Failure to read this survival guide and the full requirements for each assignment is the source of the largest number of lost points.

Best advice you have ever received
You will almost certainly do a better job on your assignments for the research if you visit with your instructor BEFORE you

a) turn in your Bibliography cards
b) write your outline 

c) write your first attempt at the paper

d) prepare your presentation 
FINAL EXAMS AND END OF THE TERM

The Final Exam for each term will consist of questions in the same format as your previous tests, but the exam is not taken from previous tests.  In other words, there will not be any new type of questions, nor will the questions cover any ground not assigned in the reading or discussed in class, but the questions themselves may be completely new to you.  

One of the key questions students have at the end of the term is, "What do I have to get on the exam to make an 'A' (or B, or C)?"  Because the exam counts 20% of your total average for the term, there is a simple formula to derive your final average:

4A + X
=  F
 5
 
 
Where 


A = Average entering the exam (1st  and 2nd Quarters Average added and divided by 2)


X = Exam grade


F = Final average for the term

This formula can be reconfigured to help you determine what you need to make on the exam to get a particular grade:

X = 5F - 4A

Before the exam you will be told your average entering the exam (or variable A).  Below are final average (or variable F) levels that most interest students:




Chart 1

Variable F numerical equivalent

  5 times F


A = 89.5
5(89.5) = 447.5


85 = 84.5
5(84.5) = 422.5


B = 79.5
5(79.5) = 397.5


C = 69.5
5(69.5) = 347.5

To give you an example of how this formula works, assume you have an 85 entering the exam (A = 85).  You want to know what exam grade you need to get an A average for the term.  Multiply the average entering exam by four (4A = 340).  Substitute this variable into the formula:

X = 5F - 4A


X = 5F - 4(85)


X = 5F - 340
Now add in the info for the F variable (You can look up the number in Chart 1 to save a step from what appears below):

X = 5(89.5) - 340


X = 447.5 -340


X = 107.5
Now you know you must get a 107.5 on the exam to assure yourself of an A for the term.  In other words, not too likely.

How about seeing what the lowest you can make on the exam and still keep your B average?  With the same formula we can make the one new substitution and quickly get the answer. We already know our average entering the exam multiplied by three so we can start from there:

X = 5F -340


X = 5(79.5) - 255


X = 397.5- 340


X = 57.5
So now you know you can get a 57.5 on the exam and still get a B for the term.

Here is how you find out what will allow you to pass for the term


X = 5F -340


X = 5(79.5) - 255


X = 347.5 - 340


X = 7.5

So now you know you can get a 7.5 on the exam and still get a C for the term.

SCORING GRID FOR URBAN LEGEND PRESENTATION
NAME : _________________________________________
	Story
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	25 Possible

	Story Components

Key elements 
Local elements
Logical order
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Confidence

Certainty re basic story

Certainty re variations

Dealing w/ distractions
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Physical

Posture

Eye Contact

Hands 
Dress
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Verbal 

Volume 

Energy 
Inflection

Sentence structure
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Showmanship
Enthusiasm

Dramatic Flair 
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Other Problems or Strengths:


	

	
	

	Analysis
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	30 Possible


	Social Commentary

Basic Elements

Sophisticated Elements
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Psychological Commentary

Basic Elements

Sophisticated Elements
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Confidence

Certainty re basic story

Certainty re variations

Dealing w/ distractions
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Physical

Posture

Eye Contact

Hands 
Dress
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Verbal 

Volume 

Energy 

Inflection

Pronunciation

Sentence structure
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Intangibles
Class participation

Class interest

OOTO
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Possible = 55:  Total Score
	


SCORING GRID FOR CONSPIRACY THEORY PRESENTATION
NAME : _________________________________________
	Information
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Background (Basic)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	100

	Plot (Basic)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	

	Details

Background

Plot

Plot variations
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	

	Chronology
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	

	Analysis
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Social Commentary

Basic Elements

Sophisticated Elements 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	75

	Psychological Commentary

Basic Elements

Sophisticated Elements
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	

	Probability 

Basic

Sophisticated
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	

	Presentation
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Confidence

Certainty basic story

Certainty variations

Dealing w/ distractions 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	100

	Physical

Posture

Eye Contact

Hands 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	

	Verbal 

Volume 

Energy 

Inflection

Pronunciation

Sentence structure
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	

	Intangibles
Class participation

Class interest

Quality of PowerPt or Handouts

OOTO 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	

	Other Problems or strengths 

	

	Possible 275 for a 250 point grade
	


GENERIC OUTLINE FOR CONSPIRACY RESEARCH PAPER

I. Introduction paragraph. 

This includes thesis and typically a brief reiteration of the topic sentences for subsequent main paragraphs.  The thesis for the obscure theories should address whether and to what extent the theory has any validity.  For the well-known and widely verifiable theories, such as Watergate, the thesis should address the broader societal effect of the story rather than the truth of the conspiracy theory.

II. The Narrative and empirical analysis. 

Tell the story of the conspiracy. Analyze the components of the story for reliability.  Each step along the way, identify on which pieces of information can be relied and which cannot. This is typically the longest section of most papers featuring multiple paragraphs.

III. Constructivism Analysis. 

This section should address the motivations of all the principle proponents and the audiences. Probably the shortest section, it may be only one paragraph, but could easily be longer if motivations are important to the story.

IV. Rational Analysis. 

This section should address the rational aspects of analysis, explaining how well the pieces of the theory fit together to form a coherent whole. You combine your insights into how the probable truth or probable falsity of specific components of the story fit with the motivations of the people who believe or disbelieve those story components.  Identify specific logical errors. Probably, this will the second longest section of most papers, featuring multiple paragraphs.

You might consider this the climax of your paper.  Tie all the lose ends of a complex story together to make it make sense.

V. Summary paragraph.
In the last paragraph of the previous section you set the stage for this paragraph in which you summarize the major points and your conclusions as to what degree the conspiracy theory is fact or not.  Indicate clearly how probable the whole theory is.  In some cases, there are multiple versions of the conspiracy theory.  Indicate the degree to which each version is probable.
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