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I. INTRODUCTION

This course offers the student the opportunity to study components of virtually every course offered in the Walker Social Studies Department all in one semester, including World History, US History, Government and Politics, Introduction to Psychology, and Economics.  Any of these courses you have already taken will provide you much background necessary to understand issues discussed in the current course, and to help your classmates do the same. The format of Contemporary History can be described as a “Seminar Class,” which means that students will be the primary presenters of information to their classmates.  This places a large burden on each student not only for his/her own grade but also on the performance and success of the others in the class.  In order to assure his/her own success as well as that of the class, students will be required to spend considerable time with the instructor outside of class in preparation. 

II. IMPORTANT CLASSROOM CONSIDERATIONS
Because this is a seminar class, the performance of every student is dependent on the performance of every other student.  Failure to be prepared in class is simply not an option.  If you need help completing an assignment or have a life crisis that may interfere with the performance of your duties to the other students, contact your instructor by calling or leaving a message at his HOME PHONE: (770) 425-8111. 

The Honor Code

When you complete a pledge, you are stating two things:

1) You have submitted only your own work.

2) You have in no way assisted anyone else.

Transgressing either of these boundaries is a violation of the Honor Code and will be submitted to the Honor Council.  Some things to keep in mind that students often forget:

1) When you leave class after a test, you are obligated not to speak about this test to prevent others in Economics classes from hearing about it.  You should not only refuse to speak about specific questions but also about length, difficulty, number of questions, etc.  The principle is: No one who takes the test should have any more information about the test than you did when you took it.   If you should through no fault of your own overhear information about a test, you have an obligation to tell Mr. Killian that you cannot pledge the assignment.  If that is the case, an arrangement can be made.
2) When you complete group assignments (the class presentation and the debate at the end of the term), ALL MEMBERS of the group are bound by the honor pledge. You each are responsible that the presentation and position paper are free of plagiarism issues.  If you give up your responsibility to write, compose or edit any of this work to a group member who plagiarizes, you are still responsible.  The principle is: You are responsible for any work submitted under your name so you have an obligation to assure its content is obtained and produced according to the rules of formal research and is free of plagiarism.

III. TEXTBOOK

Newsweek Magazine received weekly at the student’s home address.  These magazines are typically delivered on Tuesday or Wednesday each week.  The magazine you receive one week will be the one you will use in class the following week.  The magazine date on the front matches the date for the following Monday. You will be billed for the subscription and are responsible for payment.  

In addition, students will write their supplementary textbook in the form of the weekly Background Synopsis (more on this later).

IV. SOURCE OF GRADES

Over the course of the semester, students’ grade will derive from two main sources:

1) Tests (100 points each)

2) Article work – Each week every student is assigned an article from the recent issue of Newsweek.  This article becomes the responsibility of that student. Grades for this article will come from three separate types of activities:

a. A written article background synopsis (25 points), performed two weeks in every three.
b. A written article analysis completed one week in every three (25 points). 

c. A classroom presentation (50 points each). One week in every three. 

In addition, there is a class participation component that contributes approximately 5% toward the final grade.  You do not obtain a strong class participation grade simply by talking a lot in class.  It also consists of consideration for your classmates.  Do you facilitate the progress of the discussion by your ideas? Do you encourage your classmates with your words and deeds?  Do you give your classmates your attention when they are presenting?

Finally, there will be two end of the term grades of significant importance, a debate (225 points) and the final exam (20% of the final grade).

V. DESCRIPTION OF ASSIGNMENTS

1. Tests – Tests will cover the Newsweek two editions at a time for the previous two weeks and take most of class.  Questions will be a combination of objective type questions (multiple choice, matching) and short answer or essay type questions.
2. Article Background Synopsis – One of the things you will find is that the writer of each article typically assumes the reader knows a great deal before he / she starts to read the article.  With most people just starting to follow current affairs, this assumption on the part of the writer is often not applicable.  One of your jobs is to research the historical background of each article and write a synopsis of approximately two to four paragraphs (minimum 200 –250 words. More is better).  Notice the infinitive in the previous sentence, “to research” – you will have to obtain your information from sources other than the current issue of Newsweek.
In the “Background” you are not reiterating what is in the article. You explain the information the writer assumes the reader already knows.    You will do this task on each article assigned to you. 
 Use whatever margins or typeface will get the information onto one page. (As you are giving a copy of your Background to each Classmember, this cuts down on photocopying costs)

Whatever resource(s) you use, you will be required to cite.  Do not photocopy a source or cut and paste.  Summarize in your own words the information necessary and synthesize as is appropriate.  Plagiarism or failure to cite will result in an automatic 0 on this assignment.

Format: 

	Your Name

Date of the Newsweek issue            Page Number of Article

Title of Newsweek Article                    

Student Name   Student Name   Student Name   Student Name

Student Name   Student Name   Student Name   Student Name

Student Name   Student Name   Student Name   Mr. Killian

      Text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text

      Text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text. Text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text text.

     Make certain that by the time you get to this last paragraph, you have mentioned the main individuals, companies, countries, and / or institutions that figure prominently in your Newsweek article, as well as the relationship among those entities.  This part may come from the Newsweek article and does not need to be cited separately. However, 98% of your information should come from sources outside of this week edition of Newsweek.

 - 

Bibliographical citation of resource (s)




No matter how extensive your background, make the typeface small enough to fit all data on one page.

Notice that in the heading will be the name of every person in the class.  Make a copy of this synopsis for every person in class including the instructor.  Circle or highlight each name once.  You will turn in the instructor copy for a grade. The others you will distribute to members of the class.  If a classmate is absent you are responsible for getting the synopsis to that student and he or she is responsible for getting it from you. The assignment is typically due on Monday that a presentations start for a new issue of Newsweek.  All written work is due at the beginning of class of the assigned day. 

3. Article Analysis – The article analysis will consist of:

1) Historical synopsis – which you have already done.  Simply staple the instructor copy of the weekly synopsis on top of the rest of the analysis.

2) Analysis: Explain why the event is happening and what it means to our society at large

a) Utilize vocabulary from the previous stories in reference to the activities.  

b) Complete a marginal analysis of the story .  Who has what to gain from a change in the status quo?  Who has what to lose?  Look at the story from a Political point of view (What groups or individuals stand to gain or lose and how?) and an economic point of view (Examine how allocation of resources, not just money, but labor, equipment, raw materials will be effected depending on how the issue is resolved) and a social point of view (How will the way we live and work be effected?)

A key aspect of a marginal analysis is detailing the costs and the benefits of a change from the current circumstance to the new circumstance.  Example: In 1998, the Congress considered the pros and the cons of impeaching the president.  Their arguments might have been graphed as follows:

	
	Impeachment
	No Impeachment

	Costs
	· Loss of time for other business of Congress

· Paralysis of Executive Branch operations

· Financial costs of investigation

· Public did not support it:         re-election may be harder

· Exposure of sexual indecency in government officials (the president as well as his accusers) and loss of respect for the government


	· Letting a government official get away with possible criminal action

· (For Republicans) Allowing a popular president more time and energy to pursue his policies

· Loss of respect for the government that does not hold high ideals

	Benefits
	· Prove no man is above the law

· (For Republicans) Keep a political opponent off balance so he cannot pursue his agenda

· Uphold a sense of sexual decency for public officials

· Some of the accusers will get a good share of publicity to help with future elections


	· Necessary laws more likely to get passed

· Private lives of accusers will avoid public scrutiny by way of the president’s defenders


c) In the course of your analysis, indicate the overall importance of the story (Is it news or contemporary history? How does it apply to or affect people in the classroom?)

d) Identify bias in the story.  All information you receive is "filtered" by the medium through which you receive it and all information the reporter receives is "filtered" through the sources the reporter uses.  Is there bias in the writer and if so how is it manifested?  Do the characters in the story provide information to the reporter and if so, how might they have axes to grind?  (Perhaps you are doing a story on a prominent politician in which he/she may be described by colleagues.  What benefit does the source reap in describing the subject of the article in that way?) See LETTER “b” above. Who has what to gain?

e) Based on background and on the information in the story itself, project outcomes.  What is likely to happen next?


Analysis is the crucial part of your work.  Write two to four paragraphs depending on the complexity of the article.

For the simplest articles, the minimum words is probably 200.  Word of caution: sometimes the most complex articles are the ones which are shortest, so do not assume a story is complex because it is long, and vice versa.

This will be due at the beginning of the period on the date due, typically every Monday.

4. Class Presentation - For this assignment, the guidelines are virtually identical to the above written work.   The grading criteria are a bit more complicated.  They include four basic areas of assessment:

1) Information - Do you present the material to the class that is necessary for them to understand your analysis.  This includes information and vocabulary from the article as well as vocabulary and background from previous work (previous terms or previous weeks this term)

2) Synthesis - Make certain the information and analysis is put in an order that the students can understand (Biggest problem:  The order in which information is presented in the magazine may be comprehensible in writing, but is often devastatingly confused for oral presentation.  It is almost always a major mistake to use the format of the article as an outline for your oral presentation).  Make certain you combine your information and analysis in a way that makes sense.  Apply your article to past information.

3) Analysis - See information from “Article Analysis” above.

4) Presentation - You will be scored on appearance (posture and body language), pronunciation, clarity of speech, enthusiasm, confidence and "showmanship".

See next page for assessment scoring guidelines.

5. Debate – Information on the debate will be discussed later in the term, but the short version is that you and one or more classmates will debate another team on some significant issue.  Grades will derive from performance on the debate as well as written work associated with the topic. Further details can be seen in “Debate Guidelines” at the end of this survival guide.  All these assignments will be in the last week before the exam.


SCORING GRID FOR CLASSROOM PRESENTATION

NAME : _________________________________________

	Information
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Background
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	16 Possible

	Past Units Vocab
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Article Vocab
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Article Information
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Synthesis
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Chronology
	Confused
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	12 Possible

	Themes / Thesis
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Past Unit Information
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Analysis
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Political
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	12 Possible

	Economic
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Social
	None
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Presentation
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Intangibles
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	16 Possible

	Confidence
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Physical
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Verbal
	Poor
	Minimal
	Fair
	Good
	Excellent
	

	Problems with:
	Volume
	Energy
	Sentence structure
	Other
	

	
	Pronunciation:


	

	Two points for Breathing for Maximum of 58 points on a 50 point assignment 
	Total Score
	


FINAL EXAMS AND END OF THE TERM

The Final Exam for each term will consist of questions in the same format as your previous tests, but the exam is not taken from previous tests.  In other words, there will not be any new type of questions, nor will the questions cover any ground not assigned in the reading or discussed in class, but the questions themselves may be completely new to you.  

One of the key questions students have at the end of the term is, "What do I have to get on the exam to make an 'A' (or B, or C)?"  Because the exam counts 20% of your total average for the term, there is a simple formula to derive your final average:

4A + X
=  F
 5
 
 

Where 



A = Average entering the exam



X = Exam grade



F = Final average for the term

This formula can be reconfigured to help you determine what you need to make on the exam to get a particular grade:

X = 5F - 4A

Before the exam you will be told your average entering the exam (or variable A).  Below are final average (or variable F) levels that most interest students:

Chart 1

Variable F numerical equivalent

  5 times F

A = 89.5
5(89.5) = 447.5


85 = 84.5
5(84.5) = 422.5


B = 79.5
5(79.5) = 397.5


C = 69.5
5(69.5) = 347.5

To give you an example of how this formula works, assume you have an 85 entering the exam (A = 85).  You want to know what exam grade you need to get an A average for the term.  Multiply the average entering exam by four (4A = 340).  Substitute this variable into the formula:


X = 5F - 4A


X = 5F - 4(85)


X = 5F - 340

Now add in the info for the F variable (You can look up the number in Chart 1 to save a step from what appears below):


X = 5(89.5) - 340


X = 447.5 -340


X = 107.5

Now you know you must get a 107.5 on the exam to assure yourself of an A for the term.  In other words, not too likely.

How about seeing what the lowest you can make on the exam and still keep your B average?  With the same formula we can make the one new substitution and quickly get the answer. We already know our average entering the exam multiplied by three so we can start from there:


X = 5F -340


X = 5(79.5) - 255


X = 397.5- 340


X = 57.5

So now you know you can get a 57.5 on the exam and still get a B for the term.

Here is how you find out what will allow you to pass for the term


X = 5F -340


X = 5(79.5) - 255


X = 347.5 - 340


X = 7.5

So now you know you can get a 7.5 on the exam and still get a C for the term.
Debate Guidelines

During the last week, we will have our final debate. This activity serves as a major indication of how well you have learned the intellectual processes and the specific details of this course.  Success will measure your mastery of these course components as well as the capacity to think creatively and quickly on your feet.  Your grade for this assignment will be derived from three sources:

1. You will be divided into teams with each team being required to prepare a Position Paper, an argumentative essay (100 points) with appropriate bibliographical citation (body citations and “works cited” page).  

All members get the same grade.

Paper requirements are as listed in the Survival Guide for formal written work.

The position paper will be due at the beginning of class on the first day debates begin (or in the event debates do not begin on a History Department Test/Paper Day, the Paper is due the on the History Test/Paper day before  debates begin).  

Please note that you must turn in the paper BEFORE the first debate begins; i.e., you will not have the paper to be scored for the team grade.  If you must have a copy for your debate for whatever reason, make one before class. 

Everyone on the team gets the same grade – a late paper will result in late penalty for the entire team 

One word of advice: Complete the paper well ahead of time so that there is more than one copy available to the team.  This will prevent loss of points because the one member with the paper oversleeps or there is a computer glitch that delays printing.  Team members seem to get mad if you cause them a 10 point loss of points because your alarm does not go off.  

Review the note in Section II (General Classroom Considerations) concerning the Honor Code and your requirement to assure proper adherence to the rules of plagiarism. Short version – Do not turn the paper over to one student to complete. Your name is on the paper.  If a team mate plagiarizes, you are responsible as well.  
2. Each team will also argue its case in an organized Debate before an opposing team, the class and the instructor

(100 points). All members get the same grade.  For scoring criteria and description of procedure, see attached sheet.  After scanning the debate score sheet on the next page, read the following explanations:

Organization – A clear thesis with logical, empirical proof is expected.

Presentation – Vocal clarity, proper diction, good posture and poise and erudition are the criteria.

Substantiating Data – The more objective date you can use the better.
Presentation – See above.  Likewise, it is crucial that this be a team approach.  You will be penalized if it is apparent that all of your members do not have the enough knowledge to engage actively in the exchange of ideas.  Domination by one or two “loud mouths” will not be acceptable.

Courtesy – Avoid insulting, badgering, and interrupting your opponents.  Likewise, filibustering during an answer to avoid further difficult questions is penalized. 

Command Of Data – This is the only area in which you may gain points specifically by making your opponents look stupid.  Look for errors of fact and of logic in your opponents’ positions / statements.

Presentation – See both previous references to this category.  Additionally, know that the instructor’s job is to 

make you look foolish, or more accurately, to point out how those things you have said that make you look foolish.  Keep your calm and attempt to answer as best you can.  For this section, an uninformed answer is preferable to no answer.  The earlier reference to “poise” is quite pertinent here - avoid looking hopeless or intimidated or antagonistic.

Accuracy – You will be asked to clarify positions and will likely be asked questions you may not have considered. The more informed your responses the better.
3. An additional grade will be a Debate Outline (25 points) which will be the only individually scored grade for this assignment (See the last page of this survival guide and the directions thereon. 

Directions  for completing the debate outline: Remember that a thorough preparation for a debate would require you to think through the arguments from each side.  
1. Prepare a set of arguments in outline form (Letters, numbers, roman numerals, etc.) in favor of the "Yes Side"(Writing in the “For” column).  
2. Turn the page over and prepare arguments in defense of the "No Side" (Again in the “For” column).  
3. Now POINT BY POINT prepare an attack of each "Yes Side" point (Adjacent to each point but written in the “Against” column.  Match your numbering system from the Left Column to the Right one).  
4. Likewise, turn the page over and prepare an attack on each "No Side" point.  
When you enter the debate you will know not only everything you will say, but have a pretty good idea of everything your opponents will say. 
The Debate Outline is due at the end of class on the day you give your debate.  
The contents of your outline may be roughly the same as those of your team-mates if you wish.  This is only natural because you have worked together, but you must complete the Outline yourself in your own hand.  Do not type.  Do not photocopy your teammates’ work and turn it in as your own.  
A word of advice, although the word “outline” is used to describe this assignment, the more data you can pack in the available space, the better so long as it is well-organized.  A lot of white space is not a good idea.

There will not be a schedule of which debate will be held on which day, unless because of sporting events or scheduled doctors visits, you or your team-mates know of a conflict.  The rule will generally be, if you are alive, you should make an effort to come to class.  Should you miss your team's debate, you 1) may receive whatever grade the team receives or 2) will be required to defend yourself in a debate with the instructor at a time of the instructor's convenience, or 3) another debate will take place at that time.  Because of # 3, all teams should be prepared to debate come the first day, just in case.

DEBATE SCORE SHEET
Topic:___________________________________ Position: Yes / No Period:_____

NAMES:_________________________  ___________________________  _______________________
I. STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES: Each team presents a summary of its main points.  Minimum length is five minutes, maximum length is ten minutes unless otherwise specified.  One or more team members may cooperate in presenting the material.  YES side speaks first.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Maximum 30

	ORGANIZATION 

Time  (Minutes Over___ Under___)
Logical order
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	Subtotal

	PRESENTATION 

Posture                  Voice
Hands                    Eye Contact             
Dress
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	

	SUBSTANTIATING DATA 

Statistics/Data
Sources

Logical connection of data to points     .
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	


II. DEBATE: A series of exchanges of points and counterpoints between the opposing teams, primarily in a discussion format. YES side speaks first.  NO side has the last word.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Maximum 30

	PRESENTATION

Full Team participation

Posture

Dress
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	Subtotal:

	COURTESY 

Interruption

Filibuster
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	

	COMMAND OF DATA
Statistics/Data
Sources

Logical connection of data to points


Information turnaround
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	


III. ORAL DEFENSE Each team must field questions from the teacher and the class to demonstrate command of crucial data.  YES side defends itself first.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Maximum 20

	PRESENTATION

Rapid Response

Full Team participation
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	Subtotal

	ACCURACY

Statistics/Data


Sources

Logical connection of data to points

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	


IV. RESULTS Each team receives 15 points for participation and as many as five points for winning the competition.  It is possible for teams to tie and thereby split the bonus points. In a few rare instances, both teams have performed so well that each received the full bonus.

PARTICIPATION POINTS






                    15       

BONUS








          __________









          FINAL SCORE  __________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Instructor Notes/Questions

OUTLINE FOR DEBATE - ISSUE: ____________________________________

NAME:________________________________



PERIOD:______

Arguments in preparation for the "Yes Side" (Directions On Back)

FOR YES POSITION




AGAINST







/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/

Arguments in preparation for the "No Side"

FOR NO POSITION




AGAINST







/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/


/

            ________________________________________/_______________________________________________

DIRECTIONS: Prepare a set of arguments in outline form (Letters, numbers, roman numerals, etc.) in favor of the "Yes Side"(Writing in the “For” column).  Turn the page over and prepare arguments in defense of the "No Side" (Again in the “For” column).  Now POINT BY POINT prepare an attack of each "Yes Side" point (Adjacent to each point but written in the “Against” column.  Match your numbering system from the Left Column to the Right one).  Likewise, turn the page over and prepare an attack on each "No Side" point.







